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§g-To dispose of a part of the matter on hand waiting 
an insertion, we intended to have published a supple- 
ment this week—but could not obtain the extra aid re- 
quired. Whether we shall get it for the next, is yet un- 
certain. It would seem that every operative printer now 
in this city, is in employment. 

The people of Florida having rallied themselves, 
gathered-up their means of defence, and obtained con- 
siderable assistance from various quarters,—and are now 
supposed able to defend themselves against the Seminoles; 


who, it appears, were retiring towards the interior of 


their nation; and a general battle was expected, that will 
be attended with fearful results. The governor had made 
a requisition on capt. Webb, of the U. S. ship Vandalia, 
lying at Pensacola, for a detachment to pursue the In- 
dant up the rivers and creeks—which was promptly 
complied with. 

The writer of an account of the state of things in Flo- 
rida, has the following remarks. The hope expressed, 
(which we have italicised), leads us to reflect very seri- 
ously on the condition of the Indians. 

The Seminoles it is said number upwards of two thousand 
warriors; but this reckoning must include, I suppose, nearly all 
the males of the nation, both of the negro and Indian races, 
who are of an age to bear arms. The tribe, as I have before 
stated, is divided into two parties, one of which is inclined to 
submission. Whether the Indians of this party will prefer the 
cause of the nation to their own ideas of expediency, or 
whether they will be prevailed upon to act the part of tpies and 
scouts to the white invaders, remains to be tested. It is confi- 
dently hoped, however, that ten years intercourse with the whites 
has so far corrupted and demoralized the Seminoles as to make 
them incapable of a protracted resistance Should they be able 
to screw up their courage to the sticking point, and should the 
prospect of expatriation revive their national spirit, it is possi- 
ble that they might do us a deal of mischief. If they have the 
courage of men, they will die with arms in their hands. The 
white man will not deny them the privilege of sleeping out 
their death sleep, on the soil upon which he cannot endure 
their living preseence. 

The mails were never in a worse state than they have 
been for some time past. On Tuesday a great mass of 
mail ‘‘matter” arrived; yet there were two mails still due 
from New York, and beyoud! We had relied much 
upon the energy of the postmaster general. The present 
apology seems to be a snow storm, that happened east- 
ward of Baltimore, on Sunday last—but the business of 
the post office has been badly managed for a month, or 
more. 

The supreme court of the United States commenced 
its annual term at the court room in the capitol, on Mon- 
day, 1ith inst. Present, associate justices S/ory, T'omp- 
son, McLean, Baldwin and Waune being ali the present 
members of the court, (the offices of chict justice and 
one of the associate judges being vacant). 

The legislature of the state of New York lhegan its 
annual session at Albany on the Sth inst. Lieutenant 
governor T'racy took the chair of the senate, and Charles 
Humphrey, the ‘regular’ candidate, was elected speaker 
of the house of representatives, by 108 votes to 19. 

Gov. Murcy’s message is very long—but interesting. 
We shall, probably, notice many of it parts—or give it 
entire. He recommends a resort to taxation, to relieve 
the embarrassed condition of the treasury—discourages 
any farther works of internal improvement, unless an 
adequate system of finance shall be devised—and sets 
his face sternly against the incorporation of any new 
banks, or the inercase of the capitals of the old oncs, 

An 8th of January convention, was held at Harrisburgh, 
at which the late Muhlenberg party adopted the elec- 
toral ticket of the convention of the 4th of Mareh, held at 
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the same place, by the friends of gov. Wolf, pledged to 
the support of Messrs. Van Buren and Johnson. All 
which is to be ratified, however, by their constituents. 

The “democratic republican convention,’? composed 
of members of the Virginia legislature and special dele- 
gates, assembled on Monday night at the capitol, in Riche 
mond. Linn Banks, esq. was nominated as chairman, 
and Thomas Ritchie, esq. secretary. 

Martin Van Buren, of New York, was unanimously 
nominated as a fit candidate for president of the United 
States, and William Smith, of Alabama, as vice presi- 
dent. 

Upon the original vote for vice president, there were 
8 scattering votes—5 for Richard M. Johnson, 2 for 
William C. Rives, and 1 for Nathaniel Macon; but the 
final vole was unanimous. 

Harvisburgh, Pa. Jan. it. Mr. Lawrence’s resolu- 
tions for the distribution of the surplus revenue, passed 
the louse of representatives on second reading, to-day, 
by a vote of 70 to 12!!) Whether the resolution will get 
through the ‘faristocratic branch of the government,” as 
a **democrat”? would say, remains to be seen. It was 
observed that the seats of some of the ‘faithful’? became 
vacant about the time the vote was taken!! 

On the 29th of December, the legislature of Illinois 
went into the election of a senator to fill the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of Elias K. Kane. There were 
four candidates, all friendly to the administration, and 
for the Baltimore nominations. On the 12th trial, viva 
voice, general William L. D. Ewing, of Vandalia, was 
elected. He was to set out for Washington on the 5th 
inst. 

Peter Ritner, esq. of Karthaus, Clairfield co. Pa. has 
succeeded in making iron with mineral coal. This iron 
has been tried, and pronounced by iron masters to be 
of an excellent quality. 

Under their own proper head, we publish a sufficiency 
of accounts concerning Wezico, to shew our present re- 
lations with that power; and the fate of sundry persons, 
at Tampico, invited, seduced, or forced to—eLtory! We 
have heavy *‘sins of omission” to answer for. What had 
we todo with Texas, in the fitting out of military enter- 
prizes against the Mexican government? We who re- 
cognize the right of fore’en governments, or people, to 
alter the terms, the manner and the form, by which 
their own laws shall be administered? Who acknow- 
ledge a government de fucto, in all cases, after reasonable 
time for its settlement? And,in the same case as that 
in which the United States was placed, (as supposed by 
president Jefferson )\—what has been done to prevent those 
things which he apprehended? Texas is still a province 
of Mexico. 

Events are gathering, in that quarter, into a most un- 
happy and calamitous result. 

It would appear to us, that the character of Maron 
Burr, and all his associates who were “‘above the dull 
pursuits of civil life” is ‘*white-washed” and redeemed 
by recentevents. This isan old fashioned notion—and 
is not, perhaps, worth much, ‘‘in these our days,” 





Foreign news. We stopped the press on Saturday, 
and inserted in a small number of the copies of the Re- 
gister, a brief paragraph, stating the arrival of Mr. Par- 
ton, at New York, with the fact that admiral Machax 
had been appointed commander-in-chief in the French 
W. Indies, and was to be supported by a fleet consisting 
of 15 sail of the line, and as many heavy frigates, &e. And 
that the papers contained a more than usual quantity of 
speculations and remarks on our relations with France, 











ek gba st Det oietingtl 


ee | ee ee eee 


$30 NILES’ REGISTER—JAN. 16, 1836—FOREIGN NEWS. 











and of a character that seemed more than usually hostile, 
&e. 

To such ‘‘speculations” we have not paid much atten- 
tion—our general object being rather to notice and re- 
cord events. And, indeed, so much are we oppressed by 
the latter, that we cannot relate them as we would and 
ought. We added that Mr. Barton had proceeded to 
Washington—which was incorrcet. His father-in-law, 
Mr. Livingston, went on, aud he himself arrived there ou 
Tharsday morning last. 

Since then— 

The ship Victoria, captain Merrill, has arrived at New York, 
from Liverpool, whence she sailed on the 20th of December— 
brings us intciligence a little more than 22 days old, from Eug- 
land. The news possesses considerable interest. Our extracts 
are copied chiefly from the Courier & Enquirer, and Mercantile 
Advertiser, of Tuesday. It will be seen that the French mi- 
nistry have at length intimated that if “the president would de- 
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clare in his message, thut he acknowledged and adhered tothe | 


ezplination given hy Mr. Livingston, this would’ satisfy the 
French government.”” The quotation is froma French minis- 
terial journal of a late date.* 


The approval of Mr. Livingston’s letter is in the following | 


words: 
From the presidents message of 1835. 
“When this latter communication, to which [ especially in- 
Vite the attention of congress, was laid before me, | entertained 


of an honorable and speedy adjustment of the difficulties be- 
tween the two nations, would have been accepted; and I there- 
fore did not hesitate to give it my sanction and full approbation 

“The French government having teceived all the explana- 
tions which honor and principle permitted, and which could in 


as S asked, | As ssitate AY | p r , 
reason be asked, it was hoped would no louger hesitate lo pay | French government to that of the United States, had for its ob- 


the instalments pow due.”? 

So that, these things being true, the main question is 
setiled! The president baving, in his last message, ad- 
hered to the explanations of Mr, Livingston. There are 
several matters, however, in the present state of the par- 
ties, that may prevent an amicable adjustment. And, 
indeed, the fact that the French government had so de- 
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‘We have entire confidence in the wisdom of the Ameriean 
congress and people. We have uo reason to believe a war 
imminent, and we think it probable the obstacles—perhaps un- 
looked for—which last year checked general Jackson, will not 
on this second occasion, be wanting to the true interests of the 
American union. But we perceive with pleasure that the 
King’s goverument, strong in its rights, and by the excellent 
position in which the vote of the chambers had placed it, is 
preparing to sustain wilh energy the honor of France. le 
bave already announced the appointment of admiral Mackau 
to the command in the Antilles, and the departure of the ad- 
witral forthis station. But thizis notenough; and other measmes 
are hecessary tO secure Our Commerce, and support the divi- 
sion now inthe Antilles, which alone might not perbaps be 
equalto defend isellagainst an attack made by the coneen- 
trated naval forces of the United States. Henee the equipping 
of filleen ships of the line, and a proportionate number of fri- 
gates, is, if we are well informed, going on in the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean ports. ‘The uunister ordering it will find ready 
justification betore the chambers, who will not hesitate to al- 
low the expense thas incurred. This force is net too large, 
for victory foust nol tor any length of time be doubtiul;s and in 
pulling our navy Upon a respectable fooiing, if there is a war, 
it willbe short. This is required by the interests to which 
France has shown she can make great sacrifices. Such are 
the measures with which she will await, without apprehen- 
rion, the proceedings Of the president ofthe United States may 
think properto adopt. We repeat, however, our belief that 


these preparations—calied for by circumstances—will not pre- 
the hope that the means of it was obviously intended to afford, | 


venta pacifie solution of the question, which is as much for 
the interest of America as France. 

There is also much speculation about the doings of 
our cabinet, and concerning future events, 

The **Moniteur’? says— 

“it is false that the communication made by order of the 


ject to obtain the insertion of such-and-such phrases in the 


next message of the president. The French government did 
no more than make koown officially the existence and the 
tenor of the law of June 17, 1835, as well as the duties imposed 


on it by this law, and the nature of the explanations whieh it 


clared itself is rather denied in some of the Paris papers. | 


After the arrival of Mr. Barton was known at Wash- 
ington, itis stated that several meetings of the “cabinet,” 
(assisted by Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Livingston), had 
been held, at which there were very serious discussions; 
and it was positively said, on Tuesday, thata war mes- 
sage Aud been sentin by the president! No message 
has yet been sent--the divided opinions of those con- 
sulted, possibly, having prevented it. And it is pow 


said, will not be sent until Monday next—if then. We | 
hope that it will not, wutil the late message shall have had | 


had a right lo expect. 

“It is false that the communication made by order of the 
French government remained without an answer. This was 
verbal, as had been the communication. 

**Nevertheless, the recall of the American charge d’affaires, 
coming after the measures proposed by the president last year 


to congress, hostile to French property, bas rendered some pre- 


cautions necessary. It was the duty of the French govern- 


tnent, under such circumstances, to be prepared, at all events, 


time to arrive in France, and for us to learn the impres- | 


sion that it makes on the government of that country. M. 


and our diplomatic relations with France have ceased. 


France is powerfully veeruiting her navy—which is very | 


strong, and disposable; having no great navigation ot her 
own to defend, compared with her naval means—unless 
in the Medilerranean, in which she las, an.! must have, 
the ascendancy.t 


The Journal des Debats, of the 29:h November, a pa- 


per semi-ministerial at least, after alluding to the rumors | 


of aclose alliance between the United States and France, 
holds this language, which we look upon as confirming 
our impressions that France, in the preparations she is 
making, is acting under the belief that offensive mea- 
sures are to arise from the United States. 





*The Philadelphia Inguirer says—‘*Our impression is, that 
the intelligence received by this arrivalis rather pacific, for, in 
addition to the unequivocal intimation alluded to above, the 
Paris Moniteur distinetly says: ‘There exists at this moment no 
legitimate cause of war hetween France and the United States, 
and in no case shall the agzression come in the first instance from 
France.’ If, therefore, the French ministry shall consider the 
message of last December in the light in which it has been so 
generally viewed by our contemporaries—that is, of a pacific 
and explanatory character—and if there shall be nothing in the 
forthcoming special message calcntated to give new offence to 
France, we may anticipate an amicable adjustment of the dif- 
ficulties between the two conntries, Our readers can decide 
for themselves as to the probabilities under the circumstances 
of the case.”’ 

7From Galignani’s Messenger. The Journal du Havre, of 
Saturday, baa the following: ‘An extensive promotion was to 
have taken place in the navy on the lat Jan. next, but the king 
has tnanifested the desire not to sign the promotions unless a 
war with United States should arise, to give a grenter degree of 
interest to the measure.”’ 


| 
| 
t 





to protect French interests. Such is the aim of the armaments 
equipping ip Our ports—an aim purely defensive. There exists, 
al this moment, no legitimate Cause of war between France 
and the United States, and in uo case shall the aggression come 
in the fiest instance from France.’ 

The Journal de Patis persists in asserting that the govern- 
mentof the United States bad neither directly por indirectly, 
officially nor unotlicially, by its agents, nor by any intermediate, 


| signified tothe French government its intention of proporing 
Pageot has retired—for embarkation, at an early day; | 


to congress an act of non-intercourse, or any other measure 
against Franees it equally denies that the French government 
has,in any of the above ways, signified to the United States 
govermment its intention to consider such measures as a decla- 
ration of war. 

As acomment on the foregoing, it may be added, that the 
Moniteur du Commerce, another and less ministerial organ, 
declares that **an act of non-intercourse, or any other decision 
of congress, of a coercive nature, ought to be considered by the 
vovernmentas a declaration of war.”? 

London, Dec. 16. The Paris journals of Monday are chiefly 
occupied in discussing the mediation of England in the Ameri- 
can quarrel, If the president bas used mild expressions in his 
message, the difference cannot be difficult toremove. And it 
is not thought that his language can have been violent. His 
sharpuess of expression on the last occasion was evidently cal- 
culated to produce its effect. It may favor his popularity at 
home to appear spirited, and even fierce: but nothing is now to 
be gained trow France by a repetition of menace. 

[ Morning Chronicle, 

Paris, Dec. 15, Bourse, quarter to 4 0’clock. The market lag 
been more lively, and the prices firm. Some business has been 
done. The 3 per cent. opened at 79f Sc. and remained betweea 
that and 79f. l5e. 

The Quotendienne says—“Ali the roada of Brittany are en- 
cumbered with sailors on their way to our seaports. Every 
body asks what will be the result of these formidable prepara- 
tions? In our part of the country very far from dreading a 
maritioe war itiseven desired; but people fear that we may 
beeome the vietims of some mystifications if this armament 
should be intended to support the cause of the revolutionary 
Spaniards, or to second the interested views of England. The 
Bretons would see with regret the departure of our squadrons; 
but. if it be to enable us to resume the impo-ing position which 
we maintained after the expedition to the Morea and the con- 
questof Algiers, we would not view with chagrin the expendi- 
ture of some millions. It is our humiliating attitude, and the 
little importance of our military marine, that we are indebted 
tor the insolepce of the president of the United States, and all 
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the affronts which their egotistical merchants have made us 
feel on many occasions since the revolution of July.”? 
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NOTICES OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 
A letter from Washington city, says—‘*John Quincy 


London papers say—We learn from letters received that) dams made a speech, in which he related a fact, in re- 
much agitation prevatied at Liverpool in consequence of an) 


anticipation of difficulties between France and the United | 


States, and that it was difficult to obtain a risk on American | 


vessels, 


American stocks had declined three per cent. since last 
advices. 


Extract of a letter from Baron Rothschild, dated Paris, No- 
vember 30. **We have nothing new in politics, except the de- 
parture of Mr. Barton, who takes his passage in this packet. 
The triendly feelings of this government and country towards 
yours remain onchanged, and the great majority preserve the 
hopes that the present difficulty wil be amicably arranged.” 


From the New York American—In the Journal des Debats of 
971 November, we find an examination of the official custom 
house returns of the commerce of France tor 1834, the resulte 
of which are presented in the annexed tabular form. 

Tuble of the imports and exports of France. 

Value of 
merchandise 
imported tn 
France. 

francs, 
GE ncns done cnaéebad eas Gheeeck ee 
Tic. 6on0 000:06604,500000 0000000EEOEIEe 
PPI concn ccccececene soncerconcen teens tgmee 


Hanseatic Cities. ..cccccccccccccccess Sal, 259 


Holland.... nen 66 bhnhoeee seek. ee 
Belgium..... 


iy 606 009006000000 c0ageenyee 
Eugland, ineladmug Gibraltar, Malta 

aud the Lonian isles..... cee eee ee 27,095,066 
Spain aud Canaries.... 21,254,133 
Sardinia... 


Value of 
merchandise 
exported fm. 
France. 
france. 
6,910,547 
1.328,702 
7.025.988 
10,447,935 
18.743.508 
37,661,817 


Countries whence imported, and lo 
which exports, are made, 


62,431 586 
33,130,884 


eee ee eeeene 


ES 4 AF OY eee 30,335,584 
4, erry Ree ee Sa béeeeces’ then toe 5,839,629 
Fee. OPT ECE OL TEPER EET . 12,713,826 29.835 960 
Germany. ....-. sasene noc ceccccce oéml tema tae 36,079 117 
Turkey and the Arelupelago........ 10,295 .098 10.591.614 
British India and S. Wales......... 156.238.0011 4.392.508 
Ulenitercd Btmted .o ccc cccccc cccces cece Mb yMed. sO 78.136 .275 
ee eee abe @odeed cecicovecse OBIS wee 13,857,103 


Annexed to this table, are the following observations, which 
we translate, of the writer in the Journal des Debuts. **What 
will first attract notice in this table, are the colummos which in- 
dicate the iniportance of our commerce with the United States. 
We were prompted to look into the returns for 1833, to ascer- 
tain our then relations, and we found that the importations 
thence into France amounted to seventy-three millions eight 
hundred and eighty-five thousand franes—not varying much 
from those of 1834; but our exportations thither reached one 
hundred and seven millions nine hundred and eighty-four thou- 
sand fruncs. [tis reasonable to suppose that the apprehensions 
of ‘war between the two countries, have had their full influ- 
ence in bringing about so striking a reduction of our exports: 
but even in the actual amounts stated in the above table, 
enough exists to show to each, how much they would lose by 
a bloody controversy: and this consideration alone will keep 
them at peace. At least it is fair to assume this ground, until 
it shall be demonstrated, that of two alternatives, the most ab- 


eurd one is (hat, which two great nations must necessarily em- 
brace.”? 


-_—_—— 


STEAM NAVIGATION OF THE ATLANTIC. We understand that 
a steam vessel intended to navigate the Atlantic, is now build- 
ing at New York. She will be 900 tons burthen, and 210 feet 
in tength. She will, itis expected, be launched in the month 
of June next. As soon as she is fitted up, she will makea 
trip, under the command of captain Cobb, to New Orleans, for 
the purpose of trying her capabilities as to speed and safety. 
Returning to New York, she will sail about the middle of July, 
for Liverpool, and will, it is expected, make the passage in ten 
ortwelve davs. Should the experiment succeed, steam will 
cause as great a revolution in the navigation of the Atlantic as 
it has already caused in the navigation of the English and Lrish 
seas. 


The following is an extract of a letter to a member of 
congress, dated 


** New Orleans, Dec. 29. 


“There is not a syllable of local news of interest, or worth | 
relating, excepta litthe just related to me by capt. Seileck, of 


the Bayou Sara packet boat Huntsville. He informs me that 
an insurrection of the negroes was detected at Jackson, in East 
Feliciana, on Christmas eve, in which upwards of forty were 
found with arms, and two whites. one an overseer, and the 
other an abolitionist; both, in fact, were abolitionists and were 
both hanged on the Saturday morning following. The consmt 
racy Was disclosed by a contidential servant of a My 
of Jackson, who told his master he wreled t 
great many ofthe most favorite contileotial sorvants 
were detected in this infernal plot. Great excits 
through the country The citimens cf 
Westand East Fel 
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country, and the pluuters, many of them coming into town for | lar appropria 


safety. 
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| 1787, and by it they were made and called states. 





Nicholls, | 


spect to the bank of the United States, which has never 
before reached the public. It was related in reply to 
some remarks from Mr. Beardsley. 


**T was, said Mr. Adams, one of the committee sent by this 
house to Philadelphia, to investigate the affairs of the bank of 
the United States. On our arrival in that city, it was moved 
thatthe committee callou the bank of the United States for 
the names of all members of congress and public officers who 
had applied to the institution for loans, or who stand indebted 
onits books. This motion, said Mr. Adams, [ resisted with 
al) my power,on the ground that we were not sent to the 
bank lo investigate the private affairs of private gentlemen 


But, sir, ny efforts were vain; the Committee outvoted me, aud 


the list was called for and obtained, But, sir, when we came 
to examine it, it was found to be a two edged sword. It cou- 
tained the names, of members of congress and of gentlemen 
high in office—it cut, sir, to the right and the left, on both sides 
of the house, and the committee thought it was not best to 
publish it, as itrelated to the private affairs of private gentie- 
men. - did then, sir, urge with as much zeal as [ had em- 
ployed to oppose the original proposition, that the list of the 
“doomed men’? should be furnished the house and the coun- 
try; but [T was out-voted by the committee! Well, sir, what 
then? Why, sir, on my return to this city, and this house, I 
made a report on my own responsibility for the minority of 
the commitiee, and to it, | did append that very list of mem- 
bers of congress and of gentlemen high in office, who were in- 
debted to the bank or had applied for loans; but that, sir, was a 
two edged sword, it cut to the right and to the left,on both sides 
of the house, and Was not permitted to go to the country, for it 
related to the private affairs of private gentlemen.” 


From the debate in the senate at Washington, on the 
22d ultimo, touching the Michigan question, Mr. Tipton 
suld— 

‘Let Michigan retrace her steps, and strike from her con- 
stitution all that part which claims a portion of ber neighbor- 
lng states, and present herself here, and | will be amongst the 
firstto take her by the hand, and welcome her into the great 
family, the confederacy. Let her come in as a peaceable and 
good humored sister; [I want no more schisms in our family. 
What have we lately heard on our borders? We have had 
flaming general orders, calling on the militia to stand by their 
arms, to maintain the integrity of certain boundaries that con- 
gress had fixed. and that congress alone bas the right to alter. 
It is true, sir, that no blood was shed in this tumult; but it is 
equally true that things there assumed at One tme a most 
alarming aspect. 

*T am confident, said Mr. T. that if Michigan is admitted 
with her constitution in its present form, there will be an ap- 
peal to the courts of the country, or, What Is worse, to arms, 
‘This will produce a state of things that 1 am sure every patriot 
will avoid.’?? 

Mr. Hendricks said— 

**} undertake to say that Michigan is not a state, neither de 


facto, nor de jure, and that she never can be a state with her 


assumed boundaries. The president of the United States is 
bound to see that the laws of the union are faithfally adminis- 
tered, in and over the territory of Mictngan, until the people 
of that territory shall have the permission of congress to pasa 
from a territorial to a state government and no one can doubt 
that he will faithfully perform that duty. It might, perhaps, be 
outof place here, to say much about the rights, or pretended 
rights, of Michigan for admis-ton into the union. He would, 
however, say, that she is noton an equal footing with any of 
the three states already formed out of the north western ter- 
ritory. Their boundaries were described by the ordinance of 

In it, too, 
they had a guaranty that they should be admitted into the 
union, with a population each of 60,000 free inhabitants. None 
of these pre-requisites exist in relation to Michigan. Congress 
has never yet determined to form any state north of the latuude 
of the southerly extreme of lake Michigan.”? 


Remarks of Mr. J. Q. Adams, in the house of repre- 
sentatives, January 6, 1856, on the bill making appro- 
priations for the suppression of Seminole hostilities. 

Mr. Adams called for the reading of the bill, which 
having been read— 

Mr. A. rose and said: Mr. Speaker, I propose to amend this 
bill, by introducing after the words “*te be expended” the words 
Sunder the direction of the secretary of war contormably to 
law.??) My objection tothe bill as i now stands is, that it is 


Aj} an appropriation rather too indefinite; and IT make this motion 
of families | new, more witha view to anticipate what | presume will be 


nHamemdment oroposed tn another place, than for any other 
deration And Tmake at now the more readily. because 


wthe close of tt last Se ston of congress 


je | Jin the ense ofa siimi- 
tion, not only the appropriation itself tatled, but 
the whole bill to which it Was annexed (and an extremely im 
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portant one it was) failed entirely, as I understood, in conse- 
quence of the indefinite nature of the appropriation. 

Here, sir, is an appropriation for eighty thousand dollars only 
—that was an appropriation for three millions; but the princi- 
ple is the same. Here is an appropriation for the suppression 
of a war with the Seminole Indians. Well, sir, under whose 
direction is the money to be expended? [In what manner is it 
to be expended? Is it to raise an army? The constitution of 
the United States says that congress shall have exclusive pow- 
erto raise an army. [a it intended by this appropriation of 
$80,000 to give to the executive of the United States power to 
raise men—to raise a force? Is it intended to confer upon him 
the power of exercising that which the constitution has exclu- 
sively reserved to congress? If this is the intention, I shall be 
most reluctantly compelled to vote againstit. If it is not the 
intention, I ask that something or other should be introduced 
into the bill which shall explicitly state under whose direction, 
and in what manner, this money is to be disposea of; so far, at 
least, as that it shall be expended according to law. 


When the appropriation of last year, to which I have re- 
ferred, was introduced to this house by the same geutleman, I 
believe, who proposes this, I voted for it, indefinite asthe terms 
in which it was expressed were; but | did so under a principle 
which I have always understood to prevail, and which | never 
considered as doubiful, until it was made a question on that oc- 
casion, and that was, that, make your appropriations ever so 
indefinite, grant to the executive a hundred millions of money 
to be expended, you give him no power to expend oue dollar 
without the authority of law, separate from, and independent 
of, your appropriation, Well, sir, when that bill went to the 
Other branch of the legislature, this appropriation for three 
millions of dollars was not only negatived and rejected, but, 
when it came back to this house, and the bouse had insisted on 
the appropriation, the senate immediately adhered to their re- 
jection; and, as I understeod, (for | do not know officially the 
grounds and principles upon which the senate rejected the ap- 
propriation), but it was understood to be upon the ground that 
this was an indefinite throwing of three millions of dollars into 
the lap of the executive, entirely at his discretion, and without 
being circumscribed even by any specified limits. The imme- 
diate consequence of this was, that the bill came down to this 
house; a committee of conference was demanded and was 
held, and a compromise was made by which the appropriation 
was reduced, I think, to $800,000, and something of a limita- 
tion of the terms in which it was expressed was introduced: 
the terms were not quite so indefinite asin the original bill. 
This serves to show that the real objection which was taken in 
the other branch of the legislature was to the indefinite terms 
in which the appropriation was made; and that there is some 
plausibility at least in the suggestion, | infer from the fact of 
the committee having agreed to make it more definite in its 
terms, as wellas to reduce the amount. Sir, it so happened 
that this compromise was too late; and, in consequence, not 
only the appropriation, but the whole bill, failed, to the very 
great injury, in my humble opinion, of the interests of the 
country. I believe the appropriation itself wouid have been a 
most profitable and useful one at that time. I believe that the 
bill was one of the most important that was introduced during 
the session, and that the country is now suffering in conse- 
quence of its failure. 

I ask the gentleinan, therefore, to assent to the introduction 
of something like these terms: ‘to be expended under the di- 
rection of the secretary of war, conformably to law.”’ 

Mr. Cambreleng accepted the amendment, the committee 
agreed to it, and the house concurred with the committee in 
the adoption of the bill as amended. 


8 B Bee 


TWENTY-FOURTIL CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE 
January 11. Mr. Cuthbert, of Geo. appeared and took his 
seat. 


Several reports from the secretary of the treasury, and the 
secretary of war, and petitions presented by many of the mem- 
bers. 


Mr. Buchanan said he was now about to present the memo- 
rial of the Caln quarterly meeting of the religious society of 
Friends in Pennsylvania, requesting congress to abolish slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. On this sub- 
— he had expressed his opinions to the senate on Thursday 

ast, and he had no disposition to repeat them at present. He 
would say, however, that, on a review of these opinions, be 
was perfectly satisfied with them. All he should now say was, 
that the memorial which he was about to present was perfectly 
respectful in its language. Indeed, it could not possibly be 
otherwise, considering the respectable source from which it 
emanated. 


It would become his duty to make some motion in regard to 
this memorial. On Thursday last he had suggested that, in his 
judgment, the best course to pursue was to refer these memo- 
rials to a select committee, or to the committee for the District 
of Columbia. He etill thought se; but he now found that in- 
surmountable obstacles presented themselves to such a refer- 
ence. 

In presenting this memorial, and in exerting himself, so far 
asim him lay,io secure for it that respectful reeeption by the 
senate Which it deserved, he stwuld do his duty to the memo- 








a 


rialists. After it should obtain this reception, he should have 
a duty to perform to himself and to his country. He was clear- 
ly of opinion, for the reasons he bad stated on Thursday last, 
that congress Ought not, at this time, to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and that it was our duty promptly to place 
this exciting question at rest. He should therefore move that 
the memorial be read, and that the prayer of the memorialists 
be rejected. 

Alter some remarks by Messrs. Preston, King and Webster— 

Mr. Calhoun said, he thought the debate which commenced 
on Thursday ought to be resumed and continued. He saw no 
reason why this memorial should take priority over the one pre- 
sented from Ohio; why we should break away from that peti- 
tion to receive this, merely because the language in which it 
was couched was respectful; that is, as respectful as could be 


(expected. For, however temperate it might seem, the same 


principle was embodied in it; and the inuendoes conveyed 
were as far froin being acceptable as the barefaced insolence of 
the other. He hoped the debate would go on on the first peti- 
tion; that the question would be met mantully; and that, at the 
same time we should not encroach upon the hour which ought 
to be devoted to other business. 


Mr. King, of Alabama, said his object was to avoid excite- 
ment. The object of the petitioners in both memorials was the 
same. It intends the abolition of slavery and of the traffic in 
slaves in the District of Columbia. He had no wish to shrink 
from the question: on the coatrary, he was desirous of giving a 
direct vote. Let the motion of the senator from Pennsyivania 
prevail, and certainly the object of the gentleman from South 
Carolina would ke attained. 


Mr. Clay said, that he had not risen to take a part in the 
principal question. He did not think, however, that these pe- 
titioners ought to have any monopoly of the time and attention 
of the senate. He could not consent toit. He had a motion 
himself which he wished to present, and to which he attached 
much importance. He should, therefore, move that this whole 
matter be laid on the table, at least until the necessary business 
ofthe morning be got through with. 

The question being taken, the memorial, &c. was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Mr. Black said he had received, and would take this occasion 
to present a memorial from a number of the citizens at Missis- 
sippi, residing in the northern part of that state, on an impor- 
tant subject. It related to extensive frauds said to be about to 
be practised on the government in relation to the public lands, 
involving, as the memorialists suppose, at least the quantity of 
upwards of two millions of acres of the public land. He was 
informed that there was much excitement on the subject in that 
state, and that other memoriale would be forwarded, numerous- 
ly signed. It appears by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 
that to each Coctaw head of a family desirous of remaining and 
becoming citizens of Alabama or Mississippi, a reservation was 
made of six hundred and forty aeres of land, to include in:prove- 
ments, and to each child a less quantity, adjoming the improve- 
ment of the parent; the land to be patented to claimants after 
a residence thereon of five years. It was made necessary, 
under the 14th article which contains this provisions, that all 
intending to avail themselves of this advantage should record 
their names with the Indian agent within six months after the 
making of the treaty. This register was kept by the agent at 
that time, (col. Ward), but it appears that, by mistake, some 
names were omitted, or, if recorded, the register has been mu- 
tilated. The memorialists state that some speculators, seizing 
upon the advantage which this circumstance afforded, have 
gone to the Indians who have removed beyond the Mississippi 
river, and have procured, for a trifling consideration, very nu- 
merous claims to be preferred, sufficient to cover all, or nearly 
all, ihe good land remaining. He was informed that some of 
these gentlemen, spreulating on these claims, no doubt from 
‘*patriolic motives,’’ had sold out their chances for immense 
suma. 


(Mr. B. proceeded further to elucidate the “speculation,” 
and concluded by savying—] 


Ie had been informed that one hundred sections had bren 
reserved at asingle land office without any power so to reserve, 
The land should, after having been proclaimed, have been sold, 

As to the direction which this shall take, he remarked, that 
he was not altogether sure that it properly belonged to the com- 
mittee on private land claims. He did not desire the investi- 
gation in which these claims would probably involve the com- 
mittee; yet, if the senate thought that the proper direction, he 
was ready to undertake it, and they shall be subjected to the 
strictest scrutiny. They cannot be passed without Iegisilative 
action. and noae of them shall pass until, after the fullest inves- 
tigation, they shall be found to be just. 

Mr. Clay expressed his gratification that the senator from 
Mississippi had brought forward this subject; and stated that he 
had received accounts of extensive frauds said to have been 
committed under the Choctaw treaty. It had even been said 
that the extent of these frands would amount to ten millions of 
doilars out of the public lands. From what he had gathered, 





there had been no project since the famous Yazoo business, 
which had been so nefarious as the schemes which had been 
earried on in Mississippi. and be hoped every pains would be 
tnken to ferret out the abuse, 

Mr. White, of Tennessee, made a few remarks on the snbject. 
| ile eaid he was led to believe, from infurmation whieh had 
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reached him, chiefly through the newspapers, that a plan had 
been laid for an immense speculation, under cover of the [n- 
dian treaty referred to; in pursuance of which, the claims might 
be allowed to certain [Indians under the treaty, to a very large 
amount, had been bought up by individuals. His belief was, 
that claims of this kind had been purchased up, by using the 
names of the Indians, but entirely for the benefit of other per- 
sons. The government, (Mr. W. said), in his opinion, lay 
under a high responsibility to protect the Indians in the rights 
reserved by the treaty. By this speculation in the contingent 
claims of the Indians, if sanctioned by congress, great injus- 
tice would be done to them. He hoped (he said) that not a 
claim of this description would be allowed until it was ascer- 
tained that the whole amount of it would enure solely and ex- 
clusively to the benefit of the Indian entitled to it. So far as 
he was concerned, as a member of the committee to whom it 
was proposed to refer this subject, he wished to be understood 
that he would not consent that any man but an [Indian should 
enjoy the benefit of any one of these claims. No white man 
should, with his consent, enrich himself by the beggary of those 
people, whom he considered peculiarly under the guardianship 
of the United States. 

Mr. Webster remarked that the fame of these speculations 
had reached the state in which he resided. These reservations 
had been made in the expectation that they would be produc- 
tive of substantial benefits to the Indians. It seemed. however, 
that the substantial benefits had been in another quarter. He 
wished to know if he had understood that these grants, obtain- 
ed by the speculators, would require the sanction of congress 
to make them valid. Ifso, he was very glad to hear it. 

Mr. Black, in explanation, stated that some of the grants 
were registered in the proper manner, and belonged to the In- 
dians, and he hoped these would not be prejudiced. Others 
would require the sanction of congress. 

Some further remarks being made by Messrs. King, of Ala. 
and White, the petition was referred to the committee on pri- 
vate land claims. 

Mr. Ewing, from the committee on public lands, reported se- 
veral bills, 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance, reported a bill 
making appropriation for suppressing the hostilities with the 
Seminole Indians, with an amendment. 

Mr. Webster explained briefly the necessity for acting on this 
bill at once, and explained that the amendment increased the 
appropriation from 80,000 to 120,000 dollars. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to 
be read a third time. 

Mr. Webster, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of the sufferers by the fire in the city of New York; 
which was read twice. 

Mr. Webster stated that he should ask the senate to act on 
this bill at an early day, perhaps to-morrow. 

Other business being attended to— 

Mr. Clay rose and said, it inust be obvious to every observer 
Of passing events, that our affairs with France are becoming 
every day more and more serious in their character, and are 
rapidly tending to a crisis. Mutual irritations are daily oceur- 
ring, from the animadversions of the public press, and among 
individuals, in and out of office in both countries. And a state 
of feeling, greatly to be deprecated, if we are to preserve the re- 
lations of peace, must certainly be the consequence. 

According to the theory of our constitution, our diploma- 
tic coneerns with foreign countries are entrusted to the presi- 
dent of the United States, until they reach «a certain point in- 
volving the question of peace or war, and then congress is to 
determine on that momentous question. In other words, the 
president conducts our foreign intercourse; congress alone can 
change that intercourse from a peaceable to a belligerent one. 
This right, to decide the question of war, carries along with it 
the right to know whatever has passed between our own execu- 
tive and the government of any foreign power. No matter 
what may be the nature of the correspondence—whether offi- 
cial or not—whether formal or informal—congress has the 
right to any and all information whatever which may be in the 
possession of the other branch of the government. No senator 
here could have failed to have been acquainted with the fact 
that the contents of a most important despatch or document 
has been discussed, and a most important overture canvassed 
in the different newspapers—in private and political circles— 
by individuals: every body, in fact, knows what has taken 
place, except the congress of the United States. The papers 
friendly to the administration—indeed, the whole circle of the 
American press--are in possession of the contents of a paper 
which this body has not been yet allowed to see; and I have 
ene journal, a southern administration journal, before me, 
which states a new and important fact in reference toit. I 
have said that our situation with France grows every day more 
embarrassing—the aepect of our relations with her more and 
more dark and threatening. I could not, therefore, longer de- 
lay in making the following motion. IT should have done so be- 
fore, but fora prevalent rumor that the president would soon 
make a communication to congress, which would do away the 
necessity of the resolutions which T now submit, by laying be- 
fore congress the information, which is the object of my mo- 
tion. He has not, however done so; and probably wiil not, 
without a call from the senate 

Mr. Clay then offered the following resolutions, which lie 


Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate to 
the senate (if it be not, in his opinion, incompatible with the 
public interest) whether, since the termination of the last con- 
gress, any Overture, formal or informal, official or unofficial, 
has been made by the French government to the executive of 
the United States, to accommodate the difficulties between the 
two governments respecting the execution of the convention of 
the 4th day of July, 1831; and particularly whether a despatch 
from the duc de Broglie, the French minister of foreign affairs, 
to the charge d’affaires at Washington, was read, and a copy 
of it furnished by him to the secretary of state, for the purpose 
of re a mode in which these difficulties might be re- 
moved. 

Resolved, also, under the resolution above mentioned, in the 
event of any such overture having been made, that the presi- 
dent be requested to inform the senate what answer was given 
to it; and, if a copy of any such despatch was received, that he 
be further requested to communicate a copy of it to the senate. 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolutions, which lie one 
day under the rules: 

Resolved, That the surplus revenue of the United States, and 
the dividends of stock receivable trom the bank of the United 
States, ought to be set apart and applied to the general defence 
and permanent security of the country. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to cause the senate 
to be intormed of— 

lst. ‘I'he probable amount that would be necessary for forti- 
fying the lake, maritime and gulf frontier of the United States, 
and such points of the land frontier as may require permanent 
fortification. 

24. The probable amount that would be necessary to con 
struct an adequate number of armories and arsenals in the U. 
States, and to supply the states with field artillery, (especially 
brass field pieces), for their militia, and with sidearms and 
pistols for their cavalry. 

3d. The probable amount that would be necessary to supply 
the United States with the ordnance, arms and munitions of 
war, which a proper regard to self-defence would require to be 
always on hand. 

4th. The probable amount that would be necessary to place 
the naval defences of the United States, (including the increase 
of the navy, navy yards, deck yards and steam floating bat- 
terivs), upou the footing of strength and respectability which 
is due to the security and te the welfare of the union. 

Mr. Black offered the foliowing resolution, which liee one 
day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury communicate to 
the senate the instructions given to the agent for the location of 
Choctaw claims, and the registers and receivers of public mo- 
neys of the different land offices in Mississippi, in relation to the 
location of the reservations and claims of the Choctaw Indians, 
under the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit Creek 27th Septmber, 
1830, and, also, if any, and what, claims under the 14th article 
of the treaty have been presented since the removal of the 
Choctaw Indians west of the Mississippi river, and the amount 
of land so claimed; and whether any, and what quantity of land 
has been reserved at the late sales proclaimed in Mississippi, 
for the satisfaction of these claims; also, whether any claim has 
been sanctioned by the department under the 14th article of the 
treaty, where the claimant’s name was not found registered by 
the agent, as signifying his intention to remain and become a 
citizen of the state of Mississippi or Alabama. 

Mr. Southard offered the following resolutions which lie one 
day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to commu- 
nicate to the senate the report of the engineers on the subject 
of surveying the bar at Pensacola bay, with the opinion of the 
department as to its utility and practicability. 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for deepening 
the barat the entrance of Pensacola bay so as to admit vessels 
of war of the largest class. And further, to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of constructing a dry dock or marine railway for the 
repair of vessels of war at the navy yard at Pensacola, 


After other business that will sufficiently appear in ite pro- 
ress— 

° The special order, being the bill to repeal the Ist and Qd 
sectiona of an act to limit the terms of office of certain officers 
therein named, was taken up, and the bill was considered as 
in committee of the whole, and reported without amendment, 
after some remarks from Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Cuthbert. 

Mr. Wright asked for the yeas and nays on the question of 
the engrossinent of the bill, and they were ordered accordingly. 

The question was then taken on the engrossinent of the bill 
for a third reading, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Ewing, Gold<borough, Kent, King, of Geo. Leigh, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Prentiss, Preston, Reob- 
bins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster. White—24. 

NAYS—Messers. Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, Knight, Linn. Morris, 
Niles, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Wall, Wright— 
is. 

The senate then adjourned. 

January 12. A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the secretary of 
war, with some papers concerning the dispute between Ohio 





upon the table for one day: 





and Michigan. 
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he motion of Mr. Ewing, this report was ordered to be priut- 
ed. 

Petitions were presented by several members. 
resolutions. 

By Mr. Linn— Resolved, That the committee on pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expedicacy of placing the naine 
of Jolin Bapuste Parris, a French inhabitant of Missouri, on 
the pension roll, the said Parris having served as an ensign in 
a company of volunteers at the seige and capture of Vincennes, 
in the year 1779, when said place was taken by col. George 
Rogers Clarke, or to make such other provision for bim as the 
justice of his case would seem to demand. 

Mr. Webster reported a bill for the reliefof the sufferers at N. 
York, which was laid on the table for the present. It provides 
for a deferment of the payment of the custom house bonds. 

The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Southard, were agrecd to. 

The resolution offered by Mr, Clay, calling on the executive 
for information concerning our relations with France having 
been taken up, 


Mr. Leigh moved to amend the resolution by adding to it the 
following words: 

Resolved, also, under the restriction before mentioned, that 
the president be requested to communicate to the senate a 
copy of the note of M. Serurier, mentioned in his message of 
the 25th February, 1835, and not then communicated, for rea- 
s0ns stated in the report of the secretary of state to the presi- 
dent, of the same date. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolution as amend 
ed was agreed to. 

The resolutions offered by Mr. Benton yesterday, being taken 
up, a debate ensued, in which Messrs. Benton, Webster, Leigh, 
Preston aud Clayton, took part; and before it was concluded, 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, the senate adjourned. 


January 13. Mr. Webster asked the unanimous consent of 
the senate to take up the bill making appropriations for sup- 
pressing hostilities with the Seminole Ludians. 

There being no objection made, the bill was taken up, and 
read a third time, and passed. 

Many things were attended to, not of immediate interest, and 
which will appear in their progress— 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceeded to consider 
the bill for the relief of the sufferers by fire at New York. 

Mr. Calhoun, for the purpose of testing the principle, moved 
to strike ont the second section. 

Mr. Clay, after some remarks, moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and inserting two sec- 
t ons: one providing for the remission of duties on merchandise 
e-nsumed, under certain regulations; and the other to defer the 
piymentof the bonds given for the payment of duties, gene- 
ra'v. 

Mr. Calhoun withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Wright spoke against the amendment, explaining that, 
although it contained whatthe citizens of New York asked for, 
aud which he would be ready to vote for in another form, the 
relief contained in this bill, as reported, was also embraced iu 
the praver of the petitioners. 

Mr. Clay, seeing that there was a general disposition to grant 
relief, and that there would be another weasure looking to the 
refunding of the duties, withdrew his motion to amend. 

Mr. Calhoun moved to strike out the second section of the 
bill, and asked for the yeas and nays: which were ordered. 

After a few words from Mr White and Mr. Preston, the 
question was taken on the motion of Mr. Culhoun to strike out 
the second section, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Cuthbert, Davis, Ew- 
ing, King, of Georgia, Moore, Preston—9, 

NAYS—Mersrs. Benton, Black, Buchanan, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, 
King, of Alabama, Knight, Leigh. Linn, McKean, Mangum, 
Morris, Naudain, Niles, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Swift, Tatlmage, ‘Tomlinson, Tyler, Wall, 
Webster, White, Wright—34. 

The bill was then reported without amendment, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, and, aller remaining a short 
time with doors closed, 

The senate adjourned. 

January 14. On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceed- 
ed to consider the bill for the relief of the sufferers by fire in 
N. York, which yesterday passed to its third reading. The bill 
wre reada third time, and passed, and sent to the honse of 
representatives for concurrence. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution; which lies one 
dav tor consideration: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to the senate any information he may pos- 
sess relative to frauds or fraudulent practices committed or at- 
tempted to be committed in the sales of public lands or Indian 
reservations, tnder any of the treaties recently made with any 
Indian tribe; the character of such fraud or fraudulent practice, 
if any; With the name of any officer of the government charged 
with being in any manner connected therewith. 

The chair laid before the senate in reply to Mr. Webster's 
resolution of the 12th, the returns of the bank of ihe United 
States, and also the returns of the deposite hanks; which were 
ordered to be referred to the committee on finance. 


Also many 
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~The debate on Mr. Benton's resolutions was resumed and 
continued by Messrs. Lwing, Goldsborough, Benton, Porter aud 
Webster. 

In the course of the debate, Mr. Goldshorough, moved to 
amend the resolutions by striking ont all the frst resolution 
after the word “‘resolved,?? and inserting, “that all the revenue 
and power of the government should be relicd on and pledged 
for the national defence.”? 

P Mr. Cuthbert obtained the floor; but, betore he had proceeded 
ar— 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the senate adjourned to Monday. 

[This debate has been very interesting, and parts of it warm.) 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Jan. \1. Mr. J. Q. Adams had given notice, he 
said, that, on this day, he would make a proposition in reter- 
ence, to some reported proceeding of the government of Mexi- 
co. He had since called at the state department, and had 
ascertained not only that the goveroment had received no offi- 
cial information on the subject of the articles published in the 
hewspapers, but that these articles were, probably, without 
any foundation in fact. He had therefore no proposition to 
make at present. He, however, had seen two articles, which 
exhibited our relations in such a state as to make it necessary 
both for congress and the executive to keep a watehbful eye to 
that quarter. ‘The one was, that eleven citizens of the United 
States had been taken by the Mexican lorees, and shot by order 
of a court martial. The other was a remonstrance from the 
secretary of foreign affairs of Mexico to this government, in re- 
lation to the interference of Amercan citizens in the affairs of 
Texas. He could pot say whether the remonstiance was a 
genuine paper, but, if it was, he presumed a communication 
would be sent to the house on the subject ata proper time. 

Mr. Gideon Lee urged a consideration of the appropration 
bills—and an explanation was made by Mr. Cambreleng. 

The house proceeded to consider the motion of Mr. Hanne- 
gan to reject the memorial of the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the state of Michigan, in relation to the boundary dis- 
puted between Michigan and Ohio. 

Mr. Thomson, of Olnio, said that the memorial was of a barm- 
less character, and, in courtesy to the individuals who sent it, 
ought to be received. He asked the gentleman trom Indiana to 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Hannegan declined the withdrawal of the motion; and 
insisted that if one official act of Michigan, as a state, could 
be recognised, every act might be. Tosanction the pretensions 
of Michigan would be to sanction a revolutionary movement of 
astrong and decided character. [le weut on, at some length, 
to advocate his motion. 


Mr. Beardsley opposed the motion—and, among other things 
said— 

They (the honse) knew that the inhabitants of that territory 
had convened in the form of a convention for the purpose of 
Organizing a state constitution; that they bad agreed upon a 
state constitution, and had referred that constintion to the peo- 
ple of the territory of Michigan for them adoption, and that the 
people had adopted it. That constitution had been sent to that 
house, and referred to one of its committees to act upon, and 
advise the house of their opinion upon it. Now all this was 
known to have occurred. The territory of Michigan bad thus 
assumed the form ofa state, had proceeded to elect senatore to 
congress, and had chosen 2 member to represent what was de- 
signated as the state of Michigan tothat honse. All this they 
knew, and still he should not say, for he ought not to say. that 
Michigan, in all or in any partof its course, had acted accord- 
ing to the constitution, or in conformity with her rights. She 
had not, however, professed to act in bostility to this union, 
but had been seeking, and was then secking, either by right or 
wrong, to become a member of this confederacy. Thus seek- 
ing to become one of the states of this union, it seemed to him 
that liberality and fair dealing, and a spirit of harmony and 
good-will, should have induced tiem to receive a communica- 
tion from what purported to he the legislature of that state, 
His object was to send this memorial to the same committee 


to which the matter had already been referred, and not to in- 
vite discussion. 


Other debate followed, 


Mr. Jarvis moved the suspension of the rule in order to ena- 
ble the committee on naval affairs to report and offer for con- 
sideration the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the naval force in 
commission. 

The motion to consider was agreed to. 


Mr. Cambreieng said he did not rise to oppose the motion. 
He was glad that it had been offered. Tut he entertained the 
impression that an increase of the heads of appropriation in the 
bill reported from the committee of way? and means would an- 
ewer the purpose, 

Mr. Wise rose, he said, to oppose this resolution, It war his 
duty to state that the committee on naval affaira had aiready 
determined that they would not, without a call from the navy 
department, increase, or recommend the increase of the naval 
appropriations. The committee on naval affairs would be call- 
ed upon by the navy department for an increase of appropria- 
tions should they be required. He had no idea that the com- 
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recommending and urging the increase of the appropriations, 
If there was auy necessily for an increase, it Ought to be made 
known by the executive departments, and they should take the 
responsibility of recommending the measure. If the appropria- 
tions should not be found necessary, it would be said by the 
departunents we did not recommend them to you. He believed 
that some of the departments were anxious that this house 
should take the responsibility of measures at the preset time, 

Mr. Jarvis remarked that seven out of nine of the committee 
united in the recommendation of the resolution proposed. 
The gentleman from Virginia seemed to think that this house 
ought not to take any responsibility upon itself, but merely to 
act as the organ of the will of the executive. He dissented 
from this doctrine. If we found the executive goig too fast, 
it Was our duty to check him; and, if he was going too slow, to 
spur him on. 

Mr. Wise put it, he said to the honorable chairman to say 
whether he had called on the secretary of the navy to ask whe- 
ther the additional appropriations contemplated in the resolu- 
tion were required. If the genileman would not answer, he 
would state that this call had been made upon the department, 
and has not yet been answered. He, (Mr. Wise) would not take 
action on this subject until it was answered. However much 
he might seem to think that this house ought to be merely the 
organ of the executive, he was, in fact, utterly opposed to such 
a doctrine. He did not wish to be the organ of the executive, 
nor the tool of the executive. When the executive was afraid 
to call for money, he did not wish him to make tools of us to 
make the callfor him. He wished to know why this resolution 
was introduced here in anticipation of any information on the 
subject. The gentleman had said that, when the president was 
too tardy, it was necessary to spur bin up. Gen. Juckson never 
needed a spurin his life, but some of the departments needed 
it, with the rowels stuck in very deeply. Ue wanted to kaow 
what danger was now in prospect for which preparation should 
be made. Atthe commencement of the session, the secretary 
of the navy proposed to fit out two new frigates and two sloops 
of wat: a most ridiculous preparation, indeed, if it was intend- 
ed to getinto a war with France. ff there was danger, the 
eall upon us for appropriations should be made by the president 
himself—not in a whisper, but in a bold and direct way, ina 
message. He wanted the responsibility of the measures of pre- 
paration to rest Where it belonged. 

Mr. Glascock said, ifthe gentleman would look at the resoln- 
tion, he would see thatit was not lable to the objections which 
he had urged against it. That there should be some action in 
reference to the increase of the naval force, was agreed by the 
committee. They had proposed this resolution, not trom the 
idea that there existed any disposition, on the part of the de- 
partments, to shrink from responsibility. Butthis house was 
notto be told that it could act ouly as the creature of the exe- 
cutive. The house, as well as the departments, must share in 
the responsibility of public measure, and they shonid aet in 
uuion. Perhaps the views of the department would be made 
known to the house to-morrow. If we look to the prepara- 
tions made by a foreign uation, and which, it was evident, had 
reference to hostilities with us, we would not hesitate to adopt 
some means of defence, without waiting to hear from the de- 
partment or the president. [le was notafraid to take the re- 
sponsibility of making the proposed inquiry, without waiting 
for the opinion of the executive. Noinjury could result from 
it, and he thought it highly proper to invest the committee with 
the power of making the inquiry. 

Mr. Hammond, of South Carolina, said, this was an extraor- 
dinary resolution, and the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Glas- 
cock), lind supported it with most extraordinary arguments. 
He had said that, on the evidences around us, he was for the 
immediate action of this house. [understand him to be patting 
the country in a state of hostile preparation apon this subject. 
To what evidence does the gentleman allude? Were they the 
paragraphs of foreign newspapers with which the country had 
een lately inundated? Did gentlemen call upon this house to 
legislate upon this kind of information? If, sir, we are to have 
a war, fet the proposition come to us from the proper quarter, 
and let ua not be smugeled into one by resolutions such as 
this, predicated on the idle rumors of the newspapers. Hada 
rezolution been offered calling for information from the execu- 
tive, he would have voted for it cheerfully, but without that 
information he could not consent to act. 

The question of war was a4 great question. 


It involved vast 
interests. 


Tt should not be entertained in any shape without 
all the information which the executive could give, and then 
fuily discussed and deliberately decided. For his part, he 
could see nothing that tad hapnened to change materially the 
relations of this country with Franee since the opening of the 
session. The French government have refused to pay the in- 
It was net the first refusal. No man 
in this house, or in this country, could have expected its pay- 
tment on his demand, wonder the eircamstances. The president 
himself could not lave looked for it when he instructed him 
to make the demand. Gentlemen spoke of the tardy move- 
ments of the government, and that it required spurring. He 
hoped the house would aot suffer itzelf tu be booted and spurred 
for the purpose of kicking this country into a war. There had 
been irritation enough already. This resolution was calculated 
to have thateffect. There had been messages aud correspond- 
ences, diplomatic and undiplomatic, sufficient for that purpose; 
and he hoped this house would be disposed to allay rather than 
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increase the excitement. He saw no cause for war. He be~ 
lieved a war would be entirely unnecessary; and, Were it not 
for the serious consequences it involved, he should e@y it 
would be utterly ridiculous in both parties. He looked upon 
this resolution as the commencement of a series of war mea- 
sures. He should not therefore vote for it, nor would he at this 
Line support any measure looking Lowards a war. 

Mr. ddawes regretted hat such speeches bad been made. 
The nation, be beleved, had been robbed of its rights by 
factious speeches and essays,’? and was in favor of the propo- 
sition, so was Mr. McKeon. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, observed, thatthe chairman of 
the committee on naval affairs (Mr. Jarvis) bad stated that 
seven Oulol nine of the commute had mestracted him to pre- 
sent the resolution he had just offered, 

Being one of the committee, | beg to state tothe house the 
part | have taken. The chairman, afew hours ago, handed 
me in my seat the resolution now under consideration, and 
asked me, as one of the Committee, to give my Consent that he 
should offer it to the house. Atter Lhad read wt, | rephed tbat 
I did not kuow that | had any objection, On further reflection, 
apprehending that the resolution might lead to an excited de- 
bate, | called upon the chairman, and expressed my fear to 
liim, and retracted my approbation of bis presenting it. 

I feared it might lead to a debare which might be injurious to 
the country. L£ do not consider the resolution itself as one of 
great moment. IT admit the importance of the subject. Bug 
the resolution does not instruct the committee—it is one of in- 
quiry only. L consider the whole subject now before the com- 
mmitiee On naval affairs. They have power atany time, whether 
the resolution be adopted or not, to report a bill to inerease, or 
any way improve the navy, and of course the appropriation 
of money to carry those objects into effect. The subject of in- 
creasing and improving Our naval force is One that de-erves the 
deliberate consideration of the committee and of this house. 
Our commerce veeds protection, and Uhis is stated by the ex- 
ecutive in his message; and new difficulties may arise with 
Mexico, which may require a part of our navy in that quarter, 

Mr. Everett, of Vermont, said he should vote for the resolu- 
tion. Le could not disregard the signs of the times; he thought 
it high time that the country should prepare tor defence. From 
assurances in the annual message, the house had reason toexpect 
aspecial message ou the arrival of the final answer of France to 
our demand for payment. It was now known that the execu- 
tive had been in pessession of that answer for more than five 
days; yei the promised special message had not been received, 
fr was also known thata French fleet had been ordered to the 
Weet Indies. This, however, was only procured through the 
papers. Yet, in the absence of all official information, the 
course of the executive is no secret. The result of a cabinet 
councilis no secret. In the course of this debate, a gentleman 
of thigh standing, and in the confidence of the administration, 
had stated that he way prepared to anticipate the course of the 
executive—he begued the house to mark the expression—taken 
in connexion With his support of this resolation, and not what 
that course will be. If the executive had neglected its duty to 
the house, he trusted the house would not neglect ite duty to 
the country. Why the special nessage was delayed, he wou'd 
not undertake to say; he referred the question to those more 
immediately in its confidence. He was prepared to go for 
every proper measure for defence, 


- ee as 





Mr. Lane supported the resolution,and referred to the refusal 
1O appropriate the three millions at the last session. Mr. Gren- 
nell was disposed to wait the movements of the executive, as 
to our relations with France, and observed— 

We hear it said, sir, (said Mr. G ) in way of complaint, that 
congress did not sustain the president at the last session; by 
Which T suppose, the gentleman from Indiana intends that the 
senate did not vote the three millions to his discretion, in the 
fortification bill. And, moreover, the blawe of losing the en- 
lire bill is intended to be cast upon that body, Sir, (said 
Mr. G.) what war the action of this house on that important 
bill, and what of the senate? [t originated and passed here, 
and was sent to the senate. That branch, deeming our appro- 
priations too low forthe repair and preservation of the great 
seaboard defences of the country, raised them, by amendment, 
if recollection serves me, by about 400,000 dollars; and thus the 
bill was sent to the house for concurrence and adoption, several 
day before the close of the session. On the last evening of 
the session, the house agreed to the increased appropriation, 
and added, with unwarrantable haste, the sum of three millions 
of dollars by way of amendment, to be expended, in whole or 
in part, ander the direction of the president, for the military 
and naval service, fortifications, and increase of the navy. And 
those who voted against the monstrous proposition, and the 
senate too, because they saw danger in placing that great 
amount of treasure at the president’s discretion, and almost 
without specification or restriction, are to be charged with 
leaving the fortifications of the country, and the navy too, in 
an unprepared and ruinous state—with not sustaining the pre- 
sident! Sir, (said Mr. G ) did the president ask the appropria- 
tion? No. Did any of the departments ask for this amount, or 
any thing like it, or any committee of the house? No, sir, none, 
It was moved by a gentleman of the house on his own respon- 
sibility, and adopted. A majority was found here to take three 
millions, and fay them at the feet of the exeentive. The senate 
Wisely disagreed to the preeipitate measure; and subsequent 
proceedings showed that the senate was ready and anxious to 
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save the bill, and instead of the three millions, in such general, 
unlimited form, to appropriate 500,000 dollars for the refitting 
and equipment of ships of war, and 300,000 dollars for fortifica- 
tions. If this proposition had been adopted by the house, the 
bill might have been saved; and the result would have been, 
that it might have passed into a law making appropriations for 
the defences of the country, greater by about 1,200,000 dollars 
than had originally been proposed by the honse of representa- 
tives. Such (said Mr. G.) is my general recollection of the 
facts as they transpired about the last midnight bour of the bast 
session of congress. If | am incorrect, there are many gentle- 
men present who can set ine right, and some who had no very 
obscure agency in the matter. 

At last, the yeas and nays were taken, and it was ecarried— 
yeas 164, nays 18. The nays were as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, John Cham- 
bers, Corwin, Crane, Grennell, Hammond, Hardin, Harlan, 
Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, Mercer, Potts, W. Thomp- 
son, L. Williams, Wise.—18. 

The house then adjourned. 


Tuesday, Jan. 12. The house resumed the consideration of 
the memorial from certain citizens of Massachusetts, praying 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia. The motion that the petition be not received, and 
a point of order connected therewith, still pending, 

cr. Ward moved that the consideration of the subject be 
postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, opposed the motion. 

This matter was postponed—that other business might be at- 
tended to. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. and Mr. Cambreleng reported several 
bills from committees—and a large number of other bills were 
variously reported, Several resolutions were also passed. 

The house having, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole on the partial appropriation 
bill for the expenses of congress, &c. which being gone through 
and reported to the house a debate arose upon the subject of 
the contingent expenses of the two houses of congress, in which 
Measrs. Johnson, of Tennessee, Cambreleng, Williams, of North 
Carolina, J. Q. Adams, Hardin, Underwood, Whittlesey, Craig, 
Wise, Lane, Gillet, Parker and Wardwell, took part. The 
pending question being upon the motion of Mr. Underwood to 
recommit the bill, with instruct ons to amend it so as to place 
all members on the same footing as to mileage— 

Tuesday, Jan.12—continued. The question being ona mo 
tion to reject a memorial, purporting to come from the state of 
Michigan, concerning the boundary line between Michigan and 
Ohio. 

Mr. Bond replied to Mr. Beardsley. Mr. Kennon said the 
memorialists did not assume to be a state—but declared their 
object to become one. Mr. Lane was willing to receive the 
memorial as a petition from the people of the territory of Michi- 
gan. Mr. Pinckney could not receive the memorial as froma 
state. Mr. Thompson, of Ohio, explained the views under 
which he should give his vote. Mr. Kinnard supported the 
motion to reject-—-so did Mr. Spangler; and said there was no 
analogy between the case of Tennessee and that of Michigan. 
Mr. Holsey thought that Michigan had claims to the performance 
of the original compact. Mr. Beardsley made eome remarks on 
what had been said by Mr. Kinnard and others. Mr. Hardin did 
not wish to see any state come into the union by a violation of 
the territorial law. He could not recognize the claims of Mi- 
chigan. Mr. Storer, of Ohio, made a strong speech in favor of 
the resolution—and examined the question at large,—calling up 
Mr. Beardsley twice to “explain.”? Mr. Davis was in favor of 
ahe resolution. The ‘‘previous question’? was called for and 
seconded—76 to 59; and the motion to reject the petition was 
lost—for it 61, against it 138, 

Mr. Lane moved to amend the motion to refer the petition to 
the committee on the judiciary, by adding that ‘it be consider- 
ed as a memorial from the citizens of the territory of Michigan.”’ 
He was desirous that the petition should go to the committee 
ia its true garb, and not in one which it had no right to assume. 

Mr. Hannegan moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
the following: This house, in receiving the memorial purport- 
ing to be from the senate and house of representatives of the 
state of Michigan, regard the same in no other light than as the 
voluntary act of private individuals, who have, without authori- 
ty, assumed a corporate capacity and nane.”’ 

Mr. Slade proposed to strike out the words of the amendment 
printed in italics, ; : 

Mr. Hannegan accepted the amendment as a modification of 
tis motion. 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. Han- 
negan, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Meszsra. C. Allen, H. Allen, Bean, Bell, Bond, Bu-. 
chanan, Bunch, J. Calhoon, W .B. Calhoun, Carr, Casey, G. 
Chambers, J. Chambers, Chaney, Childs, N. H. Claiborne, 
Cotes, Corwin, Crane, Davis, Denny, Everett, Farlin, Fores- 
tor, Phite C. Fuller, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gillet, Granger, 
Grayson, Greanetl, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hlamer, flammond, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Haztetine, 
Heister, Hopkins, Howell, Ingersoll, W. Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, 
Joseph Johneon, Henry Johnson, Benjimin Jones, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lawrence, Luke Kea, Lineotn, Lucas, 
A. Mann, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McKennan, 
McLene, Mereer, Milligan, Morris, Parker, Patterson, Patton, 
J. A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, 





_—— 


John Reynolds, Seymour, W. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, 
J. Thomson, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, Webster, White, 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 8. Williams, Wise—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ash, Beale, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
Bockee, Borden, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Chapman, Chapin. J. 
F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, Cushing, 
Cushman, Darlington, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, French, 
Fry, William K. Fuller, J. Garland, Glascock, Graham, Grant- 
land, Haley, J. Hall, A. G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Henderson, Holsey, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, John W. Jones, Judson, Klin- 
gensmith, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, J. Lee, Leonard, Loyal}, 
Lyon, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, John Y¥. Mason, Moses 
Mason, McKay, McKeon, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Parks, F. Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Phelps, Phillips, Potts, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Sinith, Speight, Sprague, Steele, Taylor, Towns, Turner, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardweli—89. 

So the amendment was agreed to, and the memorial was 
rest to the committee on the judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Wednesday, Jan 13. Minor business being attended to— 

The following resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Jarvis, 
was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this house, the subject of 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia ought not to 
be entertained by congress. And be it further resolved, that 
in case any petition praying the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia be hereafter presented, it is the deliberate 
opinion of the house that the same ought to be Jaid upon the 
table, without being referred or printed. 

The amendments offered by Mr. Wise and Mr. Glascock to 
this resolution being the still pending question— 

Mr Jarvis having modified his resolution somewhat, 

Mr. Allan, of Kentucky, moved that the resolution, as modi- 
aoe together with the pending amendment, be laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, asked the yeas and nays on this 
motion, and they were ordered, 

Mr. Holsey, of Georgia, rose to a question of order. It 
would be recollected that he was entitled to the floor when the 
subject was last before the house, and he had not relinquished 
it. 

The chair decided that, though the gentleman was entitled 
by courtesy to the floor, be had lost his right to it by not claim- 
ing it, before the motion to lay on the table was made, and 
other proceedings in regard to the resolution had taken place. 

The question being taken on the mouon to lay on the table, 
it was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, C. Allan, H. Allen, Ash, Bailey, 
Barton, Beaumont, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, Carr, G, 
Chambers, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Evans, 
Fowler, Graves, Grennell, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
Janes, Laporte, Lawrence, Lincoln, Sampson Mason, McCarty, 
McKennan, Milligan, Montgomery, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Spangler, Sprague, 
Sutherland, Underwood, Vinton, Webster, Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams—58. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Bell, 
Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, 
William B. Cathoun, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Childs, N. H,. 
Claiborne, J. F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Con- 
ner, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, 
Doubleday, Diomgoote, Effner, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Foree- 
ter, French, Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grantland, 
Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hamer, 
Hammond, Hardin, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, A. G. Harri- 
son, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jar- 
vis, Joseph Johbneon, R. M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, 
Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingenemith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, G. 
Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abija 
Mann, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, John Y. Mason, William 
Mason, M. Mason, Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Mublenberg, 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, James 
A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pickens, Pinckney, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, 
Seymour, Wm. B. Shepard, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, 
Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Taylor, J. Thomson, W. Thompson, 
Toucey, Towns, Turner, Tarrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Weeks, White, Wise—155. 

A motion to postpone further action on the subject, wae 
agreed to. 

The house went into a committee of the whole on the ap- 
propriation bills. 

The consideration of the bill making partial appropriations 
for the support of the government for the year J836 was taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, postponed. 

The bill making appropriation for the naval service of the 
United States for the year 1836 was taken up. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to strike ont the sppropriation of 
$200,000 for the erection of marine barracks. 
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Thie motion, after a discussion, in which Messrs. Cambre- 
leng, Wise, Sutherland, Vanderpoel, Bell, Parker, Mason, of 
Virginia, Miller and Harper participated, was agreed to. 

Me. Cambreleng then moved to amend the bill by striking out 
the sum of nine hundred and fifty thousand dollars, a3 the sum 
to be appropriated for the launching, refitting and putting in 
commission of ships of war, and inserting two millions of dol- 
lars. 

On this motion a debate arose, in which Messrs. Cambreleng, 
Thompson, of South Carolina, Sutherland and Bynum took 
part. 

Mr. Bynum, without concluding his remarks, gave way toa 
motion to adjourn; and 

The house adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 14. Various reports, and several notices as 
to local matters, were received. 

Some conversation about the military academy took place— 
but the house proceeded to the orders of the day —without hav- 
ing come to any conclusion. 

‘The till from the senate, for the relief of the sufferers by the 
fire in the city of New York, was read twice. 

Mr. Cambreleng said it was so precisely like the bill reported 
by the committee of the house, that it was unnecessary to re- 
fer it to the committee of ways and means, and he moved its 
reference, therefore, to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, which was agreed to. 

The bill making appropriations in part for the support of go- 
vernament for the year 1836, was taken up, and, on motion of 
Mr. Cambreleng, postponed till to-morrow. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Con- 
mor in the chair). 

Mr. Cambreieng felt it his duty, he said, to ask the committee 
to take up the bill from the senate for the relief of the sufferers 
by the fire in New York. The business of the custom houze in 
New York was obstructed in consequence of the delay of the 
decision of congress oa this bill. Lt simply proposed to extend 
the time of the payment of the duty bonds, in order to supply 
the loss of twenty-five millions of capital. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was taken up, and a debate thereon arose, in which 
Messrs. Cumbreleng, Hardin, Gideon Lee, Chumbers, of Pa. 
McKeon, Pickens, Mann, Underwood, Sutherland, Pinckney and 
Beardsley took part. 

Ou motion of Mr. Everett, the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

The house then adjourned. 

GREAT SALES OF LIVE STOCK. 
From the Kentucky Commonwealth. 

Messrs. Brown & Hopoes: Much anxiety having been ex- 
pressed to know the result of the sales made by me on the 
Sth instant of the full blood Durham cattle, belonging to the 
estate of James Higgins, deceased, | herewith give vou the re- 
sult for publication: 

9250. cow about 9 or 10 years old sold to Robert W. Scott for 

One cow about the came age to S. P. Weisiger for $280. 

Que cow 3 years old, raised by George N. Sanders, + long 
horn, } Durham, to G. Blackburn, $300 

One heifer calf 8 or 9 months old, to Benjamin Gray, $295. 

One bull calf, 8 months old, to W. Rogers, 2163. 

One bull calf, 21 months old, to Joel Twyman, $233. 

The sale of mixed blveod also produced fair prices, some of 
which is also given. 

One large red cow to William Rogers, $98. 

One large red cow to Philip Swigert, $91. 

A heifer to Robert W. Scott, 3180. 

A heifer calif to Joel Twyman, $90. 

One cow to R. G. Jackson, $100. 

One cow to do. 100. 

One cow to do. $353. 

The prices correspond with the grade of the cattle. 

The sales were made at public auction at 4 months, for ne- 
gttiable paper well endorsed, 

The best cow belonging to the estate, had been sold a few 
days previously, at private sale for $400. 

H. BLANTON, 


November 12th, 1835. 

THE RAIL ROAD AND CANAL MEN. 
From a Tullahassee paper. 

ANOTHER WaR. We have just learned by an express from 
St. Marks, that one hundred and three [rish laborers, arrived at 
that place yesterday from the St. Joseph’s rail road, and in the 
evening commenced a riot bidding defiance to the civil authori- 
tv. A severe contest ensued with the citizens, amounting to 
ahout forty men, which terminated in the restoration of order, 
Fortunately, the citizens made but little use of fire arms though 
many of the rioters are severely wounded. Fifty of them are 
lodged in jail. The masters and mates of vessels in port, ren- 
dered great assistance. The contest lasted about an hour, 


From the Hagerstown, (Md.) Torch Light. 

Canal disturbances. There has been considerable excitement 
and some violence among the canallers, in the neighborhood of 
and above Clear Spring, within the Inet few days. On Friday 
and Saturday night last, two shanties were burnt aud several of 








the combatants severely wounded. The belligerents are divid- 
ed into two parties, as was the case winter before last, when 
the whole county was annoyed for weeks by their commotions, 
The parties are designated as the Corkontans on the one side, 
and the Longford men on the other. They now both stand in 
dread of each other, aud keep guard at night with as much 
Vigilance as would two threatening armies. The publie au- 
thortties should keep a close eye upon them, or much blood 
may Vet be shed before spring, when their attention to their 
work will keep them from committing acts of violence on each 
other. 

[Thus are the ancient feuds of these foreigners, disturbing 
the peace of the country, and making life insecure!) 

a0 ED Berne 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Ethan A. Brown, to be commissioner of the general land 
office. 

Heury D. Gilpin, to be attorney for the eastern district of 
Pennsylvania. 

Robert B. Gilchrist, to be attorney for the district of South 
Carolina. 

John A. McKinney, to be attorney for the eastern district of 
Tennessee. 

George Walker, to be attorney for the western diatriet of Flo- 
rida. 

Edmund Christian, to be marshal for the eastern district of 
Virginia. 

8S. B. Marshal, to be marshal for the western district of Ten- 
nessee, 

Samuel Blair, to be marshal for the eastern district of Flo- 
rida. 

Thomas E. Randolph,to be marshal for the middle district of 
Florida. 

George W. Barker, to be marshal for the district of Vermont. 

Gamaliel Taylor, to be marshal for the district of Indiana. 

Joel M. Smith, to be surveyor and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Nashville, in the state of Tennessee, from the 
13th of January next, when his present commission will expire. 

Jobn Smith, to be surveyor and inspector of the revenue for 
the port of St. Louis, in the state of Missouri, from the 13th of 
January next, when his present commission will expire. 

Nathaniel Bullock, to be collector of the customs for the dis- 
trict of Bristol and Warren, in the state of Rhode Istand, from 
the 2d of January, 1836, when his commission will expire. 

John Dangerfield, jun. to be collector of the customs for the 
district of East River, in the state of Virginia, from the 13th of 
January, 1836, when his commission will expire. 

James R. Pringle, to be collector of the customs for the dis- 
trict of Charleston, in the state of South Carolina, from the 29th 
January, 1836, when his commission will expire. 

Charles C. P. Hunt, to be collector of the customs for the 
district of Miami, and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
Maumee, in the state of Ohio, from the 13th January, 1836, 
when his commission will expire. 

James Del!, to be collector of the customs for the district of 
St. John’s, and inspector of the revenue for the port of Jack- 
sonville, in the territory of Florida, from the 13th of January, 
1836, when his commission will expire. 

William Greesham, to be surveyor, &c. for the port of Car- 
ter’s Creek, in the district of Tappahannock, state of Virginia, 
from the 13th of January, 1836, when his present commission 
will expire. 

Francis Armstead, to be surveyor and inspector of the reve- 
nue for the port of East River, in the state of Virginia, from the 
9th of January, 1836, when his commission will expire, 

John Haywnod, to be surveyor and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Windsor, in the state of North Carolina, from the 
13th of January, 1836, when his commission will expire. 

John Shellman, to be surveyor of the district, and inspector 
of the revenue for the port of Savannah, Georgia, from the 2d 
of January, 1836, when his commission will expire. 

—— 8 @ Gere 
MORE PRESIDENTIAL FRANKING. 
Tuscaloosa, Nov. 26, 1835. 
To the editor of the Selma Free Press: 

Dear sir: [ send you, unopened, two Extra Globes, which 
were forwarded to me by the president, and which I found in 
the post office here, on my arrival. We have heard of this 
practice at a distance, but there are many of our citizens to 
whom this matter has not been brought home. I send the 
packages I have received to you, that you may open them, and, 
through your paper, inform my constituents of the character of 
the matter with which they are filled; and [ wish you to retain 
the envelopes, that all who doubt of their franks being in the 
hand-writing of gen. Jackson may see for themselves. They 
are filled, lam informed by those of the members who have 
opened theirs, with abuse of judge White and John Bell, 
praise of Van Buren and Benton’s speech on the right to ex- 
punge Clay’s resolutions. ) ~~} 

Every member of the legislature has been alike honored, if it 
be an honor to receive such trash. For my own part, [ could 
not but feel surprise, mortifications and indignation, when they 
came to mv hands. and when [ saw the president’s well known 
hand-writing on them. Surprise, that he who had uttered such 
bitter and repeated denunciations against interfering in elec- 
tions, whose friends bad at first rallied around him on this very 
principle; who had asked of congress a private secretary to 
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sign our land patents for him, with a large salary, for the rea- 


sen that le bad not tiase to sign thems litmseli—l say | was ame 
prised that he should torget all these things aud employ titm- 
selfin trankiog Matta Globes. Mortification, that he, WhO Was 
the successor of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison aud | 
Monroe, sould descend irom them exalted examples and en- | 
gitge in the crculation of mere electioneertng trash.  ludina- 
tion, that be should forged the respeet that Was due to the mde- 
pendent representatives of freemen, and lend the authority of 
his name to the bitter Viluperations of the Globe for the pur- 
pose of tufluencing the minds of this legislature in the discharge 
of Liose duties Which the suffrages of its Constituents have in- 
posed On its tiemvbers. Yours, &e. J. M. CALHOUN. 
“eee es (DB Grew e— 
LIBERIA—ITS PRESENT STATE. 

The following interesting letter, addressed to the rev. R. R. 
Gurley, secretary of the American Colonization society, gives 
A Very satisfactory view of the eolony of Liberia, Ltis written 
by an inteliigent young gentleman, Who ds just returned from a 
visitte Airica, which he made for the purpose Ol ascertaining 
the true state of Liings there, 


\ 
‘ 
| 


New York, Dec. 15, 1835. 

“Rev. aND DEAR siR: As the interview wiich | had the 
pleasure of enjoying with you bere a few days since was brief, 
[ take thts Opportunity to communicate afew facts, which | 
hope may Hot be untuteresting to you. 

First. As to the soitot Libera. Lean traly say that itis not 
surpassed, if equalled. in fertility, by the rmebest lauds of the 
states. [| speak advisediy when I say this, for | have cultivated 
aud travelled over some of our finest lands in several of the 
western and middie states. [ have seen the full shock of corn 
of Kentucky, and the waving wheat fields of Obio and Penn- 


' Vistied. 





sylvania; | have trodden the rice lands of Georgia, aud the cot- 
ton land. of the Carolinas; and in the same year end season | 
have seen the golden fruits of Atrica. On the banks of the St. 
Paul [saw the waving millet and ripe banana, the luxuriant 
plantain aad the abundant cassada, the sweet potato and the 
growing rice; and Limust say, the contrast which | was thus 
enabled te make led ine to the conviction that, with equal skill 
in cultivation, the lands of Libera, or rather the products, 
would beara favorable comparison with those of our or any 
other country. | am happy to be able to state, also, that the 
inhabitants are beginuing to turn their attention more generally 
and more energetically to agricultural pursuits. This | view 
as one of the most favorable omens of future prosperity to the 
whole colony. A greater amountof products was cased during 
the season which has just terminated, than in any preceding 
one; and from the feeling which seemed to pervade the minds 
of many when t left Africa, 1 am led to anticipate richer results 
at the termination of the present season. 

Secondly. As to the climate of Liberia, L must admit that, in 
comparison with some connuties, itmay be termed unhealthy; 
but, while I make this coneession, | think it can be clearly 
proved that as great mortality atiended the first settlers of my 
own native state (Kentucky) as lias attended the emigrants to 
Liberia; and now that is esteemed one of the healthiest states 
in the union. Further, facts discover a much greater fatality 
attending the New England emigrants to the south, than of 
southern blacks to Africa. Southern blacks. with like com- 
forte and medieal attention, are as healthy, and healthier, in 
Liberia than in Mississippi. A fact on this point: A Mr 
Moore, a colored man from Mississippi, told me that, during 
the five montbs he had been in Africa, both he and his family, 
and all who eame out in the same expedition, had enjoyed bet- 
ter health than they usuaily experienced in their native state: 
that not one had died, or even been sick with what was termed 
African fever. 

Thirdly. As to the morality of the colony, it is in general 
good. There are there, as elsewhere, some idle, vicious, mts- 
chief-making men. In allthe settiements there are temples 
erected for the worship of the Most High,* in which attentive. 
orderly, and sulemn assemblies usuaily convene thrice on the 
Lord’s day, and onee during the week. ‘The people of Liberia 
are atemperate people. [| waa there during the annual clec- 
tion, at which time I saw a few men who -T thought were 
slightly intoxicated; but to the houor of Liberia be it spoken. 
that, during the two months that | remained in Monrovia. | 
witnessed less drinking and less inebriation than | have wit- 
nessed in fifty villages [ could name in the states, in the short 
space of 24 hours. 


I mention this becanse it is frue, not to institute an invidions 
comparison; and facts are what the friends of this much slan- 
dered colony need. As tothe school« connected with the dif- 
ferent settlements, they are not vet as numerous as the wants 
of the settlers and snrrounding natives require; nor are they as 
efficieat or beneficial as thev might be under the general euper- 
vision of some judicious individual, who could devote his whole 
time to this important department. Were the different bene- 
volent associations in thie country united in their efforts, with 
a suitable general agent there, much and great good might be 
done in educating the youth of the colony, and the children of 
natives. Most of the adjacent tribes are anxions te have their 
ehildren taught, but the wants of the colony have heretofore 
been so great, and teachers so few, that necessarily litthey has 
been done to instruct native youth. 
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* Five in Monrovia, two in Caldwell), one in Milisburg, one 





in New Georgia, and one at Edina. 
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There are now four schoola in Montovia. two of which I 
One ot them Was the orplan school, to which there 
Were altached about 35 children, ail Healthy, sprightiy looking, 
and, from the iterview which | bad with ther teacher, Mrs. 
Ciples, many of them Were making rapid progress in their 
studies. Auother that | Visited was connposed of gith and 
boys, from the ages of 4 wo 14 of 16,120 im pumber. Their 
Healthinl appearance and good deportinent lead me lo expect 
the most pleasing resulis trom the efforts of their teacher, i his 
life and bealth are spared. There are three schools in Cald- 
well, each of which I viewed as interesting. One in New 
Georgia, vot inferior to any in importance or interest. At 
Milisbarg and Edina, schools were being put in operation about 
the time we sailed. ‘lo the youth of these schools | look with 
coufidence, not only for the physical strength, but for the in- 
fellectual energy aud moral health and beauty of that interest- 
Ing tiithe republic. 

One other thought, and [ must close this hasty communica- 
tion. The question bas been asked, what bas colonization 
done in checking the slave tiade? 1 auswer, it has done much; 
butitis asserted that ithas done nothing. | ask, is it nothing 
to have planted prosperous settiements where slave factories 
once stood? Is it nothing to see five churches erected for the 
worship of the Most High, in a town of 500 houses, on the very 
spot where the iron-bearted dealer in human beimgs once 
dwelt? Is it nothing, that several native kings, Once slave- 
dealers, now cullivate the lands within the colonial limits, 
having washed their bands from former pollutions? Let Eng- 
ish and American seamen, nine Of whose vessels Were at an- 
chor in the harbor of Monrovia when we landed, auswer 
whether nothing las been done, no change effected, in the once 
blood-stained Cape Mesurado? And here permit me to remark 
ihat, if this government would co-operate with individual 
benevolence, the whole traffic might be soon broken up. A small 
fleet Of steam ships could soon abolish the trade. Steam ves- 
sels are necessary, for no other vessels can sail with the same 
speed as slavers, the mostof them being our best built’ Balti- 
more schooners. On this subject, however, | intend laying a 
few facts before some of the members of our highest court, 
with whom | bave the honor of being acquainted. Hoping 
that the present meeting of your society may be abundautly 
blessed, and praying forthe fullest success in all your fucure 
labors of benevolence, permit me, dear sir, tO subscribe myself 
your most obedient servant. G. W. McELROY.” 


From the Liberia Herald, 

The effects of the colony on the customs of the natives, may 
be gathered, in part, from the following anecdote: 

‘*A few days ago, the colonial agent being at Millsburg, was 
informed that ata native town, afew miles below Miuilsburg, 
the natives [Deys] bad a Queer man, said to have been taken 
in an affiay between the Devs and Queers. They had the 
poor fellow’s leg in limbo, bis ankle attached to a huge log of 
wood, by a piece of tron bent to fit the ankle, with both ends 
drove through the log, and clinched on the opposite side. Itap- 
pears they had determined to deeapitate him, but had deferred 
the event until harvest, that they might avail themselves of bis 
services in getting in their rice. On receiving the intelligence, 
the agent repaired to the spot and rescued the unfortunate 
victim from their cruel fangs, and liberated him. He also for- 
bade them, on pain of incurring his displeasure, to concert any 
hostile measures on our territory, without the consent and 
concurrence of the colonial authority.” 

The prince of a neighboring tribe, has sent to the colony two 
of the men concerned in the late massacre at Port Cresson. 
This prince has professed neutrality as it regards the difference 
between the colonists and hatives—but the editor thinks that he 
was in some measure concerned in the masvsacre. He was 
afraid to take either side—afraid of king Joe Harris and of the 
Americans—arguing as follows:— 

“King Joe be proper king, not cassado king; all countrymen 
fear him. But Merica man be sacy—he no fear die, he go war 
all same man go sell something.”? 


—— BO Atte — 
MEXICAN NEWS. 

We learn by letters from Tampico of the 14th December, 
1835, that twenty-eight men taken prisoners in the action of 
the 15tn November, between Mejia and the Mexicans near 
Tampieo, Were publicly shot on that day, (14th December), by 
the Mexicans. The following is the list of their names and 
places of birth. [ Washington Globe. 
List of persons shot at Tampico at 8 o’clock in the morning of 

the 14th December, 1835. 

Arthur H. Clement, of Phitadelphia, aged 40—no parents; 
Thomas Whitaker, do. 36; William C. Barclay, New York, 20; 
Jacob Morrison, do. 21; Edward Mount, do. 23; Charles Gross, 
Pennsvivania, 23; Isaac F. Leeds, New Jersey, 30; Mordecai 
Girt, Maryland, 53; David Long. Ohio, 25; William H. Makay, 
Virginia, 20; Jonas K. Stuart, Vermont, 33; Daniel Holt, Ca- 
nada, 18; James Cramp, England, 22; Lewis Jacob, do, 21; 
John Martin Tres, do. 35; Thomas H. Rogers, Ireland, 23; Da- 
niel Donetly, do. 20; James Farrell, do. 23; Auguste Sausseur- 
France, 22; Demeussent, do. 25; Frederick Debois, Dant- 
zie, 24; Frederick William Marier, Germany, 22; entry Wag- 
ner, do, 24; John Irish, do. 24; Andrews LHelm. do. 50; George 


Iselin, do. 27; L. M. Bellepont, Hanover, 26; William H. Mor- 
ris, New Prov. 28, 
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From the New Orleans True American of 25th December. 
Tumpico, December 13, 1835, 9 o'clock P. M. 

Dear sir: I will, as tew words as possible, give you in- 
telligence of my tate—whickh is an untiuely Gue. I, together 
with twenty-seven of uty companions, am to be SHOT, according 
to orders given to us by u court martial of Mexican soldiers and 
ofjicers, for an attack on this city on the mightot the 15th No- 
Vember last. It would be idle to give you a description of the 
battle; you have probably heard it. During the engagement, | 
received a wound in ie head by a bail, and another through 
the right hand; in consequence LL have been in the hospital 
until tiis allernoon, from the morning of the battle, 

For my owe part, | am perfectly resigned to the fate which 
awaits we. No money can save us—even five thousand dol- 
lars was offered tor any one individual: there was likewise 
offered one Kundred thousand dollars as a ransom; but they re- 
fuse it, thinking that the example of our slaughter will deter 
others frou the cause Of liberty. 

This is a regular massacre; we should have been treated as 
prisouers of war. [ tiope the Ainericans will revenge our death 
—I have only afew hours to live—God bless you ali—l can 
write no more.—Farewell! JAS. FARRELL. 

Messrs. Dubois & Gurretson, New Orleans. 

From the New Orleans Morning Post of Dec. 28. We learn 
by cel. Macomb, who arrived trom Nacogdoches yesterday, that 
San Antonio bas at length been captured by the Textans. This 
intelligence is six hours later than the last, received a day or 
two since. According to the information conveyed by col Ma- 
comb, gen Coss was killed iu the action, together with almost 
every field officer in the Mexican army. Not an armed Mexi- 
can soldier is now to be seen on this side of the San Antonio 
river. The town was captured with great slaughter on the part 
ofthe Mexicans. ‘Those who survived were driven across the 
river, and we suppose are in full Careeron their road to Mexico. 
[Doubttal.] 

Whilst the justice of the sentence of the piratical invaders of 
Tampico, (says the National lutelligencer), whose military ex- 
e ution we have had an account of, will be generally acquivse- 
edin, itis impossible ot to Commiserate the hapless case of 
those unfortunate men, such as the writer of the following, who 
were thus deluded to their ruin: 


Tampico, Dec. 12, 1835. 

My DEAR BROTHER: Prepare to read these lines, conveying 
the news of my unhappy fate, with the same firmness that you 
would have done liad you been summoned to attend my death- 
bed. Bat reflect that the momentary pang which separates 
temporal and eternal lite shall have passed ere this reaches 
you. ‘To be briet, as the time allotted me to compose my mind 
for this eventis short, Ll have only to say. that instead of arriv- 
ing in Texas a free man, and at large, as I bad supposed when 
J ieft you, the vessel was taken to Tampico, and myself and 
companions were compelled to match in arms against a city 
which I bad never seen, and to shoot down the inhabitants of 
a country that had never offended me: rest assured that this 
was an order not very faithiully executed, the consequence of 
which was, that a greal many prisoners were made, among 
vhom Lam now confined under sentence of death, to be sHoT 
on Monday morning, at 7 o’clock. Itis, however, a great con- 
solation that [ die innocent of any crime, and feel better en- 
abled to encounter death than [ could have expected. 

Present my dying affections to your wife and family, and be- 
lieve me to remain your affectionate brother, 

THOMAS WHITAKER. 

To Mr. IWWm. H. Whitaker, New Orleans. 

P.8. Endeavor to broach the intelligence as smoothly as 
possible to our aged father, aud remember me to all my friends 
in Penosylvania. ae We 
Eztruct of u letter from a mercantile house in New Orleans, 

dated Dec. 15. 

‘Tt becomes now our duty to diaw your attention to the ap- 
prehension which is feltof an jiuterruption in our trade with 
Mexico, and the probability of a cessation in our supplies of 
specie, in conseqrence of the part which has been takeno by our 
citizens in the affairs of Texas, and in the expedition of general 
Mejia against Tampice; that our government should have over- 
looked euch an interference on the partof a few adveniurers 
and land speculatora, must be a matter of surprise and deep re- 
gretto every reflecting mind. Thus a trade, which for the last 
20 months amounted to 8,536,706 dollars of exports, (2,459,776 
dollars of which consisted of American manufactures), and to 
9,363,696 dollars of specie, has been jeoparded withont the least 
effort being made by the proper authorities to prevent it. We 
are already feeling the effects of Wiis extraordinary conduet. 
The debt of Mexico to this place for the sales of the last six 
months amounts to upwards of 3,500,000 dollars, the greatest 
part of which would have been received about this time; a stock 
of upwards 3,000,000 dollars of goods remam here without 
even asiogle buyer, and we see not the least prospeet of a 
change for many months to come. This derangement will be 
felt throughout the union. Already our banks perceive that 
there is hardly specie enough in their vanlis to sustain their 
paper currency, the amount not exceeding three millions of 





dollars; and they are all taking measures to prevent any further 
shipments to the easiward; aud to add to this strange state of | 
things, we are threatened with cruisers under the new flag of | 
Texas. Our latest dates from the Mexican coaat are of the 20th 
November; we are consequently most anxious to receive more 
recent accounts,”’ 
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From the New Orleans Bee, of December 21. We regret to 
receive Information that an embargo has been laid, by order of 
the Mextean government, on the ports of Tampico and Meta- 
moras, against Mexican Vessels, and on all the ports of Meaico 
auatust Amertcan stips. No mgress nor egress trom the ports 
Is HOW permitted; and hence the talure, formerly nouced by us, 
of hearmg frou the ships formerty despatehed trom New Or- 
leans, orof having any certain information direct irom Tam pi- 
coor Metamoras.. The foolish expedition planned by Mejia 
may have led to this resort, as Well as the state of affairs in 
Texas. 


Upon this intelligence, the New Orleans **Union® makes the 
following remarks: 

“it it be true that the Mexican government has prohibited 
the entry of American vessel. into thei ports, an evil has been 
inflicted upon the Whole couniry—and especially upon the eity 
of New Orleaus—ol the most serious character. The trade be- 
tween this place and Mexico alone is eight millions a year!— 
aud atone blow this has been stopped; and stopped at a mo- 
ment When mcreased quantities Of goods, especially adapted to 
the markets of Mexico, are now in the possession of many of 
Our merchapts, independent of the inany millions of American 
goods, Which tiust at tts time be locked up in the Mexican 
ports. 

“The government of Mexico has taken a most effectual way 
to arouse the United States government and those interested 
in the prosperity of New Orleans, to the linproprety of permit- 
ting the fitting oul of expeditions within our borders, te aid the 
conflicting parties in any province or state of Mexico. It may 
be said we can force open the Mexican port-; suppose we do, 
if the government seize American goods and produce when 
landed, What does our success avail us?) We should be obliged 
to bave an army to accompany the goeds to effect a sale, or 
obtain payment. Butis it vot probable, if matters proceed to 
further extremities, that the Mexican government will grant 
commissions lo privateers, and sweep the American ecommerce 
from the Gali? We think so; they have no commeree to lose; 
we have; and there are many bold and desperate men ready to 


act ays captains of privateers, and reap a rich harvest from the 
seizure ol Our Inerchant ships. 


*The government is imperatively called upon to protcet the 
commerce Of tis part of our country.”? 


From the New Orleans Bee, Dec. 24. The embargo said to 
have been laid on American ships entering the ports of Mexico 
is not Wholly without foundation; yet ibis notlof sacha nature 
as to Warrant apprehensions ol a rupture with the Mexican go- 
vernment: or of any cessation of our trade with that country, 

[tis true that the port of Tampico was closed fora few days; 
but that was to prevent intelligence being Communicated of the 
equipment of Mexican cutters for the coast of Texas; and it is 
also true thatthe Kanawha was not permitted to land any of 
her passengers or discharge her freight; but that was because 
she had been freighted with provisions—which are declared 
contraband by the revenue laws of Mexico, and beeause she 
had gone victualled purposely to support the attempt of gene- 
rai Mejia on Tampico. 

Itis equally true that the portof Vera Cruz had been closed 
fora short time by arbitrary orders, and from similar motives; 
butitis also true that thts speeres of embargo had not received 
the sanction of the general government, and must be consider- 
ed rather as individual acts, and as resorts supposed to be re- 
quired by policy or a just indignation. 

The embargo rumored was therefore rather menaced than en- 


forced, or if enforced was resorted to in only a few instances, 
and for special purposes, 


From the New Orleans Bee. Texas is now the determined 
goal of an army of nearly 10,000 men under Santa Anna, who 
have been furnished with arms sud provisions of all kinds; and 
with funds by collections from merchants and others, as well 
as donations from those interested in establishing a ceatral 


form of government in Mexico, to the amount of 2 or 3 willions 
of dollars. 


A conducta from Tampico, with 900,000 dollars of specie, 
said prineipally to belong to merchants of New Orleans, has 
been stopped at St. Louis, by order of Santa Anna, Another 
with about 90,000 dollars, arrived safe at Tampico—a part of 
which has been broug!t to tins place by the Attakapas, 


Tampico, Dec. 14, 1835. 

Dear sir: This morning twenty-eight unfortunate victims ef 
treachery and villainy, part of Mejia’s expedition, were shot. I 
hand you enclosed a li-t of them, with a petition presented to 
the military commandant by several foreigners and Mexicana, 
drawn up and signed by the prisoners; but alas! it was not in 
his power to meet their solicitude. The papers enclosed were 
sentto me by the curate who attended them in their last mo- 
ments; they requested that they might be printed in New Or- 
leans. The letter from Jonas H. Steward and the petition to 
the commandant were given to me at the prison gate on Sun- 
day morning. I had them transtated into Spanish, and pre- 
sented them myself to the commandant, and am sati-fied that, 
had he the power, he would lave complied with their last re- 
quest. 

You have here a full view, as will the government and peo- 
ple of the United States have, of the hideous crime committed 
in the port of New Orleans in defiance of the laws of God and 
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of honor, under the pretence of populating Texas. A number 
of distressed and unfortunate beings are entrapped and put on 
board the schooner Mary Jane, capt. Hall, under the express 
stipulation and understanding that they are bound for Matagor- 
daand Galveston, in Texas, as the clearance of said vessel at 
the custom house, in New Orleans on the 6th uit. indicates; it 
was further understood that they were to have lands on their 
arrival there, and a free passage; but mark the result—such as 
has been the fate of these untortunate men was near to have 
been inflicted on every American in this place. Such enter- 
prises may in New Orleans be termed mercantile speculations, 
they are worthy of such men as enter into them, and [ do not 
envy thei their feelings. 


Another letter from the same place and date, says— 

Even those in this country who may have instigated this plan 
of operation have deceived themselves; for most of those upon 
whom they counted refused to act in concert with foreigners 
agtinst their own countrymen. 

Why is it that the government of the United States does not 
take decisive measures to prevent the notorious embarkation 
‘of nen, arms and money, from her ports, and in a vessel which 
sails confessedly for the purpose of attacking a country at pre- 
sent at peace with ber? And more, why, after permitting this, 
and thas compromising her citizens resident here, does it not 
send out for their protection a sufficient number of cruisers? 

I am aware that New Orleans is the only place in the United 
States where the operations above mentioned can be carried on 
effectively; and I am still more surprised at it, as the eapital- 
ists ofthat place will be the heaviest losers should American 
property in this country be placed in jeopardy. All sensible 
merchants in Mexico wish for peace, under whatever form of 
government the nation may think fit to adopt; and it is really 
vexing to think that our security and that of our property should 
be compromited at home. ' 

The ‘* Pennsylvanian’’ says—We copy to-day from late New 
Orleans papers, a ful! account of the melancholy fate of twen- 
ty eight citizens of this republic, forming part of Mejia’s ill 
starred expedition to Tampico, who on the 14th ult. were shot 
at the latter place, under sentence of a court martial. Various 
opinions will be entertained on this subject, and many will re- 
gard it as a bloody outrage, demanding retribution; but reflec- 
tion will show, much as the occurrence is to be deplored, that 
‘the act on the part of the Mexican government waa sanctioned 
by necessity, and the law of nations. The deceased were 
found in the act of invading a country with which their own 

overnment is at peace; they had come to wage war on their 
Fidividual responsibility and to excite insurrection, and they 
perished under the same recognised practice which consigned 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister to the grave. In their address it is 
alleged that their destination was Texas, and that they were 
fed to the assault of Tampico through the duplicity of Mejia. 
This, however, does not alter the case. Our citizens in Texas 
have only the alternatives of victory or death presented to them. 
They must succeed, or perisii, as the invaders of Tampico have 
perished; and such doubtless is the calculation of every one 
who has volunteered on this revolutionary crusade. 


National government house, Mexico, Nov. 19th, 1835. 

The undersigned, as principal officer, charged wiih the de- 
apatches of the ministry of foreign relations of the Mexican re- 
public, has received orders from his excellency the president, 
to address the government of the United States, through its se- 
cretary of atate, on the subject of two questions of great in- 
terest, which should be explained with all good faith which 
characterizes both nations. Justice, reason, and mutuai in- 
terest require that this explanation should occur to prevent 
being destroyed the ties of friendship and reciprocat confidence 
which has subsisted till the present time between both coun- 
tries. 

Conformably to the orders of his government, the undersign- 
ed, in addressing the honorable secretary of state for the United 
States, has the satisfaction to be enabled to announce to him, 
in advance, that his government is well aware that principles 
of justice invariably direct the cabinet at Washington, which 
has already given sufficient proofs of its kindness and sympathy 
for the welfare and prosperity of the Mexican republic. He has 
never doubted, and does not doubt, that as soon as these claims 
will be proved just and well founded, they will be rectified with 
all that promptitude used by the most friendly nations to repair 
their reciprocal wrongs. 


The first subject to which the undersigned feels it incumbent 
on him to call the attention of the secretary of state of the 
United States, is the notorious co-operation of a great number 
of the inhabitants of Louisiana with the colonial insurgents of 
Texas, whose cause they have espoused, and with whom they 
act as auxiliaries. The Mexican colonists (for they are so. and 
nothing else, since they have renounced their original nation- 
ality) would never dare to violate so openly their duties towards 
their adopted country, had they not the assurance that prompt 
and efficacious succors would be given them along their fron- 
tiers. These succors are furnished by American speculators, 
who regard solely their own interest. 

Unfortunately for them, these assurances have been too well 
founded. Even before they raised the standard of revolt, they 


had received from their friends at New Orleans all the neces- 
gary materials to prepare and kindle that flame which must in- 
evitably devour their increasing property, if they shal! not 





promptly open their eyes, and submit anew to the authority of 
the national government, which they have outraged, and 
which, if it disdains to revenge itself, is yet firmly resolved to 
render itself respected in all the extent of our immense tetri- 
tory. Since that, the colonists of Texas have obtained, and 
daily obtain, from New Orleans, assistance of all kinds, in 
men, munitions and arms, in silver, and soldiers, who public- 
ly enlist in that city, and carry with them arms against a friend- 
ly nation. The solution of this question, purely domestic, is 
rendered more complicated by their presence. Even public 
assemblies have been organized at New Orleans, which, with 
the greatest publicity, interfere in the affairs of ‘Texas, or even 
direct them; and either by means of the press, or meetings 
ostensibly convoked, seek continually to generalise the future 
views of some of them on Texas, with the opinions of the citi- 
zens generally of the United States; in other words, they seek 
to give a color of American nationality to what is, in fact, a 
mere speculation of different adventurers of all kinds. 

The undersigned knows already that many of these acts have 
been committed, and are still committed, under the refuge of 
the liberalism of American institutions—without the local au- 
thorities or the government of the union having apy power to 
oppose them; of which kind are the freedom of the press, in- 
dividual liberty, and the unrestricted exports of commerce. 
For these reasons, then, the government of the undersigned 
cannot, and should not solicit the action of the United States 
government, except to adopt measures authorised by its own 
laws to prevent the evils which a foreign intervention (although 
individual) in a domestic dissension may produce to a friendly 
nation, attached to it by political and commercial ties. 

The second subject on which the undersigned must appeal is 
the capture and arbitrary deteution of the Mexican sehooner of 
war, the Correo, of Mexico, capt. Thompson. ‘This ship was cap- 
tured in the waters of Texas by the American merchant ship the 
San Felipe, captain Hard. To justify an act so scandalous, and 
doubtiess to countenance this gratuitous outrage done to the 
Mexican flag, a part of the crew of the Correo has been accus- 
ed of piracy. The undersigned can assure the honorabie se- 
cretary of state for the United States that the ship Correo, com- 
manded by Thompson, was a ship of war, under the full au- 
thority of government; that captain Thompson, as well as his 
whole crew, belonged to the national marine of the Mexican 
republic; that they were found in the seas of Texas in the exe- 
cution of orders received from competent authority; and that, 
in short, the coast-guard service of the schooner imposed on 
her captain the duty to prevent all contraband, and chiefly of 
war. This being established, how can a ship of war, recognis- 
ed as such by a sovereign nation, be considered a pirate; since 
to be declared a pirate, according to the doctrine of Galiana, 
Aruni, Hobbs, and all jurists who have written on maritime 
law, a ship should have neither papers, uor commission of any 
government, nor belong to any nation? Then they reply that 
he has committed excesses, as there is none to reply for bim. 
if captain Thompson had outstepped his powers,in visiting 
ships beyond the view of the coasts—if he had committed 
violences, or had seized on the property of an American citi- 
zen, he depended on his government, which would infaliably 
have punished him, and indemnify all the parties for the losses 
which they might have suffered. But it is not on the simple 
affidavit of captain Hurd that they can ever establish the cul- 
pability of Thompson, if he is really guilty; nor has the captain 
of a merchant ship the right to capture a war vessel of a friend- 
ly nation, to lower its flag, declare its crew prisoners, and cast 
its Officers into irons; and, lastly, hoist a different flag than its 
own, and take it in as a prize into a foreign port. 

These principles are those of maritime jurisprudence. The 
undersigned knows too well the great extent of the knowledge 
and learning of the honorable secretary of state of the United 
States to explain to him those principles, founded not only on 
international rights, but on the constant practice of maritime 
nations. In consequence, the government of the undersigned 
does not hesitate an instant to believe that the American go- 
vernment will show itself impartial and unjust; that it will 
order the restitution of the Correo, of Mexico, which, being a 
ship of war, is national property; that it will set at liberty 
captain Thompson and the other prisonere detained at New 
Orleans under a pretence of a charge of piracy; that it will 
make captain Hurd responsible before an American tribunal 
for the gratuitous insult done toa ship of war of a friendly na- 
tion, and render him amenable for all the damages and preju- 
dices occasioned by his arbitrary conduct. On its side, the go- 
vernment of the undersigned is resolved to establish an inquiry 
into the conduct of captain Thompson, who will be examined 
in good faith and with a scrupulous attention, so as to leave no 
doubt of his guilt or innocence; and in the first case to punish 
him with all the rigor of the laws, and indemnify all who may 
have been injured by Thompson in his quality of commanding a 
ship of war. 

Approved by the undersigned, charged with the ministry of 
foreign relations, &c. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO, 

To the hon. secretary of state for the United States. 


We publish the following letter from Mr. Carleton (saya a 
New Orleans paper) without comment, because we deem any 
unnecessary, the letter speaking fully for itself. The district 
attorney is able and ready to discharge the duties of his office, 
at all times. 
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New Orleans, Dec. 28, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN: This acknowledges the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 26th inst. in which you state that you are in- 
formed the schooner Brutus is now fitting out and armed with 
cannon for the purpose of capturing Mexican vessels, and re- 
quest that immediate measures may be taken to prevent ber 
departure from this port. 

I regret, gentleman, that you had not atthe same time fur- 
nished me with proper affidavits or the names of witnesses, 
who could set out specifically the facts upon which judicial 
proceedings might be based. Mr. Curell who delivered your 
letter, informed me that efforts were then making to procure 
such affidavits, and that the result would be made known to 
me. Inthe meanwhile I have had an interview with the col- 
lector, who will promptly act, as far as he is warranted, upon 
the information imparted to bim. 

The law wisely and justly forbids any outfit of vessels in our 
ports with intent to comant hostilities upon any people at peace 
with the United States, and though my duty requires that I 
should prosecute for violations of that law, yet it does not re- 
quire me to institute proceedings upon the testimony of mere 
cummon report. Notwithstanding it is currently said that such 
armaments have been fitted out at New Orleans, and soldiers 
enlisting with intent to commit hostilities upon the Mexicans, 
nevertheless no person can be found in this entire population 
to make an affidavit of the facts or indicate a single witness 
who can establishthem. Allow me therefore, gentlemen, to 
state distinctly to yourselves and all those who may conceive 
that the offieers of the government are remiss in their duty, that 
these are the only legitimate grounds upon which prosecutions 
can be instituted and maintained; and to assure you that when- 
ever they are furnished to me, my efforts shall not be wanting 
to enforce the penalties of the law, 

[ have the honor to be, gentlemen, very respectfully your 
obedient servant, HENRY CARLETON, 

To Messrs. Cucullu, Lapeyre & Co. Chalaron, S. T. Hobson 
& Co. and others. 


8 B Otee— 
SPEECH OF THE EMPEROR NICHOLAS. 

Paris, November 11. Mention has been several times made 
by the German papers of a speech addressed by the emperor 
Nicholas to the deputation of the municipal body of Warsaw, 
upon his late visit to that city, which was only remarkable for 
its extreme severity and irritating character. Although these 
papers bave not published this document, the following is said 
to be an authentic copy, which, from its tone and spirit, we are 
led to wish may be spurious. 

“GENTLEMEN! [I know that you have wished to address me, 
and am acquainted with the contents of your intended address; 
but, to spare you from delivering falsehood, Lt desire that it may 
not be pronounced. Yes, gentlemen, it is to save you from 
falsehood; for I know that your sentiments are not such as you 
wish to make me believe them to be. How can [ put faith in 
them, when you held the same language to me on the eve of 
the revolution? Are you not the same persons who talked to 
me five and eight years ago of fidelity and devotedness, and 
made me the finest protestations of attachment,and yet, ina 
very few days after, you violated your oaths, and committed 
the most violent actions? The emperor Alexander, who did 
more for you than an emperor of Russia ought to have done; 
who heaped benefits upon you; who favored you more than his 
own subjects, and who rendered your nation the most flourish- 
ing and happy; the emperor Alexander was treated with the 
blackest ingratitude. 

**You never could make yourselves contented with your most 
advantageous position, and, in the end, became the destroyers 
of your own happiness. [ thus tell you the truth in order to 
throw a true light upon our relative positions, and that you may 
know upon what you have to depend, for I am now seeing and 
speaking to you for the first time since the disturbances. Gen- 
tlemen, we require actions and not mere words; repentance 
should come from the heart. I speak to you without anger, and 
you must perceive | am perfectly calm; I have no rancor, and 
I will do yon good even in spite of yourselves. The marshal 
who stands before yeu fulfils my intentions, seconds all my 
views, and also watches for your welfare.”? At these words 
the members of the deputation bowed to the marshal. **Well, 
gentlemen, but what signifies these salutations? The first duty 
is to perform one’s duty and conduct ourselves like honest 
men. You have, gentlemen, to clioose between two alterna- 
lives: either to persist in your allusions as to an independent 
kingdom of Poland, or to live tranquilly as faithful subjects 
under my government. If you persist in your dreams of a dis- 
tinct nationality, of the independence of Poland, and of all 
these chimeras, you will only draw down upon yourselves still 
greater misfortunes. I have raised this citadel, and I declare 
that, on the slighest insurrection, [ will cause its cannon to 
thunder upon the city. Warsaw shalt be destroyed, and cer- 
tainly shall never be rebuilt in my time. 

“Itis painful to me to speak thus to you—it is always pain- 
ful to a sovereign to treat his subjects thus, but T do it for your 
own good. I[t is for you, gentlemen, to deserve an oblivion of 
the past; it is only for your obedience to my government that 
you can obtain this. I kuow that there is a correspondence 
abroad, and that mischievous writings are sent here for the 
purpose of perverting the winds of the peopie. The best police 
in the world, with such a frontier as yours, cannot prevent 
elandestine relations. it is for you to exercise your own police, 


and keep the evil away. It is by bringing up your children 
properly, by instilling them into the principles of religion and 
fidelity to their sovereign that you can keep in the right path. 
Among the disturbances which agitate Europe, and those doc- 
trines which shake the social edifice, Russia alone has remain- 
ed strong and intact. Believe me, gentlemen, that it isa real 
blessing to belong to this country, and enjoy its protection. If 
you conduct yourselves well—if you perform all your duties, 
my paternal solicitude will be extended over you, and, not- 

Withstanding what has passed, my government will always 
watch over your welfare. Remember well all that I have now 
said to you.”’ 

REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 

We have before us the report of the secretary of the treasary 
in answer toa resolution of the last senate, directing him to 
state to that body what duties under 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
can be reduced or repealed, consistently with a due regard to 
the manufacturing interest. The following articles are instanc— 
ed by the secretary as admitting an entire repeal of duties. 
































pen, Estimated 
ed value;amount o 
Names of articles. d Present of impor- Sutlen okies 
uly. tations in\accrued in 
1834. 1834. 
Hair cloth and hair seating... |15 pr.ct.| $27,736) $4,160 40 
India silk—piece goods...... |10 pr.ct.| 1,492,893) 149,389 30 
Other manufactures......... |10 pr.ct. 120 12 00 
[ndigO......cecscececeeceees 1D prect.| 999,863) 149,979 45 
Ollo, rose...... eoscens cooce [LO pe. Ct. 6,588 988 20 
Oil of lemon....c.eeeeeeeees (15 pr. et. 8,809 1,321 20 
Oil of bergamot.............. [15 pr. et. 11,010; 1,651 50 
Beads,amber,composition,&e |15 pr. ct. 5,984 897 60 
Chronometers........-+++.+. (12h pr.ct. 30,702 3,837 75 
DOWD .cccccccccceccsccccccs [ID PF.Cl. 5,000 750 00 
Human hair, made up........ |15 pr. ct. 5,000 750 00 
Salad Gil..cccccccccecs coccce J1a Plo Ct. 49,068 7,360 20 
Anti-corresive lithic paint.... |15 pr. ct. 14,040 2,106 06 
Gold and silver lace and em- 
broidery....sscecccecceess |I23 pr. ct. 2,175 271 87 
Calomel..ceccccccccccsccccce LO pr. Ct. 10,000 1,500 00 
Tartar emetic.........+.+... |15 pr. ct. 5,000 750 06 
$325,725 47 
Present rate| Importa-| Duty on the 
, of specific du-| tions in importa- 
Names of articles. v a d 1834, rae if 
1834. 
Wines—Madeira ........ |25 cts. pergal.| 375,034] $93,758 50 
Sherry.......+.. |2ets. pergal.| 173,725] 43,43t 2 
Red ot France, in 
casks...... -+e+| Sects. per gal.| 1,179,995) 35,399 8&5 
Otber of France, 
in casks....... 5cts.pergal| 270,024) 38,501 20 
French in bottles | 11 cts. pergal.| 240,104] 26,411 44 
Red of Spain and 
Austria........| 5ets. pergal 289,237) 14,461 8&5 
Books printed prior to1775| 4 ets. per vol. 20,170 806 80 
Books in other languages 
than English, Laun or 
Sey Pr Pere yrr 4 cts. per vol. 38,105 1,524 20 
Anchovies, sardines, &e. 
PUNE: 655 > dd 06 660% 660 Sl per barrel 683 683 00 
Cayenne pepper......... 15 cts. per Ib. 330 49 50 
$255,027 95 











On the following articles, the secretary suggests that the du- 
ties may be reduced, according to the scale here presented, 
without injury to domestic manufacturers. 


Present! Propos-| Estimated| Estimated 
rate of; edrate| value of| amount of 
duty. if duty.| importsin| reduction 





1¢34. of duty. 


Buttons, all, of what- 
ever materials made) 














other than silver 20 p. ct..15 p.et.| $200,000} 10,000 00 
Shell or paper snuff or; | 

other boxes 15 p. ct./10 p.et 20,000) 1,000 00 
Dressed skins, not furs|15 p. et.|10 p. et. 20,000} 1,000 00 
Perfumes and balsams 

cosmetic 15 p. ct.|10 p. et. 2,500 00 
Articles composed 

wholly or chiefly, in . 


quantity & value, of 
gold & silver, of Bra- 
zil pebble, Bristol and 
other precious stones 


IQ p.ct.| 5 p. et. 172,319) 12,9293 92 
Hair bracelets 15 


p. ct. 10 p. ct. 5,000 250 00 


#27.673 92 
The total amount of reduction effected by these changes 




















would be 9602,426. A further reduetion of $231,250, makiagva 
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total of $839,676, wonld be effeeted by the repeals and redue-{ It will at once be perceived, that in point of natural advan- 


liens proposed oo the following aiticles, paying at presenta 
duty oi more tiat 20 per cent 
Strictly fall within the lit. Of the resolution, the secretary 
thougit it tis duty to present them to the consideration of 
Congress, Vigi— 

Bronze in powder, &c. assorted spectacle glasses, carriages 
in actual Use of persousx arriving im the U. States, saddlery do. 
do. household turiiture, do. do. all to be made free. Estimat- 
ed amount of reduction, 34,665 50. 

On brass Kettles, brass candlesticks, and brass warming pans, 
allnow paying 24) percent the duty to be reduced to 20 per 
cent. Estimated amount of reduction, 81,575. 

Sicily wines, now paving 15 cents per gallon—wines other 


than red, of Spain and Austria, now paying 7) ceats—wines of | 


all other counties in casks, or bottles, now paying 15 cents— 
twine and cordage, wot of flax, hemp or cotton, now 5 ceuts per 
Ib.—corks, now 12 cents per ib.—all to be made free. 
ed amount of reduction, $225,010 09, 

On a review of these siatements, it will be seen thatthe most 
important changes proposed, are the entire repeul of all duties 
on all wines—India sii/ks*—und indizo. 
venue on olber articles, will be Comparatively tosiguificnt. 


[N. ¥. Jour, Com. 


Bstimat- 


— OO Bie — 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 


One of the documents referred to in the governors message 
is the annual report of the president and directors of the Balti- 
more and Olio rail road company to the governor and couned. 
[tis at this time particularly mteresting as regards the tinport- 


ant object of extending the railroad west of Cumbertand—to | 


effect whieh the aid of the legictaiure is songit; and after the 
experience we have had of their liberal course last session, we 
think may be reasonably expected. We anuex the reyort for 
the information of our readers. 
To the honorable the governor and council of Maryland. 

In accordance with the establi-lied usage, the president and 
direciors of the Balumore aud Olio rail road company avail 
themselves of this occasion to present a statement of the condi- 
tion of the undertaking in which they are engaged, in whieh 


Altiiough these articles do not | 


The diminution of re- | 


the state of Marviand tas already so large a pecuniary interest, | 
and the resuits of which, when completed, must have so imime- | 


diate and tinportant connexion with ter prosperity, 

Since the last report, the main stem of the road bas been ex- 
tended as far as Harper's Ferry, at which point there will, be- 
fore long, be a connexion formed between ttand the Winchester 
and Potowae rail road, when the rail road communication be- 
tween Baltimore and Winchester, a distance of one hundred 
and twelve miles, will be constant and uninterrupted. ‘The 


branch road to Washington, after beiag used as far as Bhadens- | 


burg as early as the beginning of July last, was opened to the 
Pennsylvania avenue, for general u-e, wih appropriate cere- 
monv, inthe August following. [tis not the tatention ot the 
president and directors to repeat in this Communtieation, the 
details of their proceedings for the last twelve moutiie: tor 
these, they refer to their ninth annual report tothe stockhold- 
ers, copies of which they berewith respectinily preseat. Prous 
this document, it will be perceived that, having reached the 
pointon the Potomac. at which the prosecution of the rai read, 
up the valley to the river, must, in pursuance with the agree- 
meni to that effeer with the Chesapeake and Olio canal com- 
pany, be, temporarily suspended, they have tarned their atten- 
tion to the ullimate objects for which their charter was origiual- 


ly granted, and bhive caused surveys to be made, west of Cum- 


berland, with a view of continuing the work Crom that place to 


sent, as a connecting link between the two portions of rail 
road, the Chesapeake and Obio canal, the early completion of 
which, owing to the liberal poliev Of the state, at the last: ses- 
sion of the legi-lature is now confidently anticipated. 

The result of the surveys bere mentioned las been gratifying 
in the extreme. Hitherto it bas been supposed, that the only 
mode of crossing the mountain ranges, Which divide the east- 
ern and western waters, with a rail road, was by using sta- 


tionary power. which, beside being costly to establish and re- 


quiring a continuing beavy expense to maintain, is compara- 
tively slow in its operation. Now however, it has been proved 
beyond question, that stationary power may be entirely dis- 
pensed with, and that a rail road aay be constructed over the 


Upon such a road, locomotive engines are being employed to 
convey trains, with one huodred passengers each, at the rate 
of twenty miles an hour, or two hundred and seventy passen- 
gers at the rate of ten miles an hour. 
an hour has never yet been attained in mountain region under 


the most favorable circumstances, on the ordinary turnpikes— | 
and the speed of twenty miles an hour even as connects d with | 


the rail read system is the result of very recent developement. 
At the average speed of tiffeen miles an hour the entire dis- 
tance from Baltimore to the Ohio river, may, when the rail 
read shall be completed as originally intended, be passed over 
in comfort, and with perfect safety within the limits of a single 
day. The details of the survey, from which the facts here 
stated are derived will be found in the ninth annual report al- 
ready referred to. 





*Raw silks not included 


(tages, Maryland may clam the supertority, over both Pennsyl- 

vamia and New York, the two states which bave entered most 
Closely into Competition for the western trade; and if she bas 
heretofore suffered in the rivalship, itis because she has per- 
initted these natural advantages to remain unimproved, by the 

enterprise and the art, which, in the mean while, bave been 
| doing every thing for their neighbors. New York can only 
| reach the west by along and circuitous route, by the Hudson, 
| the great canal and the navigation of Lake Erie. Pennsylva- 
| nia’s route though less cieuttous than the last named, is te- 
! 
| 


dious, and requires several days to accomplish it—alternating 


throughout, with canal and rai road, and involved the crossing 
of the mountains by means of inehued planes and stationary 
| power—Maryland oo the contrary enjoys, or might, it would be 
inore proper to say, enjoy a route, that places the Oo within 
| twenty-four hours travel of her commercial emporium. 
Aloug her southern boundary, the Potomae breaks through 
| range alter range of the dividing mountains, and presents a 
route, that may emphatically be termed a highway to the west, 
| tnarked out by nature. It was this geographical proximity 
Which, While turnpike reads were among the best internal im- 
provements however, made the growth of Baltimore contempo- 


has required all the assistance of art, and all the efforts of skill 
and enterprise, overcoming the natural inferiornty of their posi- 
tion, to give to the cities of New York and Philadelphia, that 
trathe with the west which they now possess and which once 
seemed the exclusive birth-right of Baltimore, With the wis- 
dom and forethought, that they have never bad occasion to re- 
egret, and which is now the boast of their citizens, the states of 
New York and Pennsylvania undertook their vast schemes of 
Internal improvement and, in the aggrandizment of their eom- 
mercial capitals have found the reflected prosperity of all with- 
in their borders. 

It is now for Maryland to say whether she will do likewise, 
All that is necessary is to connect Baltimore with the west, by 
sucha scheme ofimprovement as the Baltimore and Obio rail 
road Company Was incorporated to carry on, but, whieh the 
prompi and efficient co-operation of the state can alone com- 
plete. When this is done, Baltimore, New York and Philadei- 
plia, compared to cach other, will occupy the same relation 
towards the west, that they did before the canals and rail roads 
Of the two latter had compensated the disadvantages of their 
more remote position. The now diverted traffie of the great re- 
gion watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries. will return 
to its old and wonted channel: and Maryland will bave the 
rich harvest of prosperity, which those only are persitted to 
reap who have previously sown. The city of Baltimore bas 


ilready embarked largely inthe undertaking, both tm its corpo- 


rite character and through its citizens, constituting the great 
inass of the stockholders inthe Baltimore and Ohio railroad 

company; and there is little doubt that still further aid from the 
same source may be obtained 


jut Baltimore and its citizens, patriotic and zealons as they 


(tpay be, are incompetent single handed to the undertaking. [ts 


suceess depends upon the state. Baltimore will contribute:— 


the west iself will contribute: but the efficiency of the efforts, 


of both depend upon Maryland. Without her co-operation, the 


scheme, brilliant thongh it be, feasible as science has proved it, 
and as all admit, certain in its results, as demonstration can 


make it—and lasting in its benefits as the mountains which it 
) will overcome—imnust fall, paralized, to the ground; and the 
state, deprived of the strong arm of her defence against the ri- 


will only render the more humiliating. 


| Surely, these are motives sufficient to induce the legislature, 
“at its approaching session, under the influence of the liberal 
spirit which has already characterized its acts, to afford that 
assistance to the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, which 


is here insisted upon as essential, so that the work, whose im- 


portance was fully appreciated, when the company’s charter 
(was originally granted, may be prosecuted to completion, 
while vet the contemporaneous charters of Virginia and Penn- 


svivania exist to anthortse it. 


| The deep interest, which itis known that the executive feels 
| in all that relates to the prosperity of the state, has led the pre- 
! 


sident and directors, in making their customary report, upon 


portance of completing it. 


When this is done, Marvland and the west will become 
more united—and again, as formerly Maryland will enjoy her 
| full proportion of the trade of the country beyond the Allegha- 
The speed of ten miles | 


| Dies, On behalf of the board, 
P. E. THOMAS, pres*t B. & O. R. R. Co. 


An address of a nearly similar nature and tendency, has been 
laid before the mayor aud city council of Baltimore. 
~ oe OBS Mee 
SALTIMORE CITY COURT. 
OcTOBER TERM. 
Wednesday morning, January 13, 1836. 
Present,— Brice, chief judge. 
NisBeT, ; . 
| WorTHINGTON, Associate judzes. 
| This morning, Jesse Massey, Jackson Bowen alias John 
| Rowen, James Spencer and Peter Harman, were brought into 


raneous and almost coequal with the growth of the west; and it 


valry of ber neighbors, must dwindle into an insignificance, 


which the recollection of what might have been ber destinies 
the Olio river at Pittsburgh and Wheeling; using, for the pre- | 


} the condition of their work, to dwell at length upon the im- 
Alleghanies with grades no where exceeding fifty feet per mile. | 
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tencees—the others, whose names withbe lound to the subjoined 
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court by the warden, for the purpose of receiving their sen- | 


list, preferred remaining atthe jatl and having their sentences 
transmitted to them. His houer, judge Nisbet, miforuied them 
that the court were about to injpose the sentence of the law 
against them, for having been found guilty of participating in 


it has been authorised or is 


the riots of August, asking each one if be bad any ting to say | 


why the sentence of the law should not be pronounced agaist 
him. They separately answered that they had nothing to say, 


as follows: 

State of Maryland Sentence thatthe traverser pay a 
vs. fine of $500 and costs and be timnpri- 
Benjamin A. Lynch. ) soned ta the common jal for the term 


of four years, to commence from the 29th day of December, 


1835, and at the termination thereof, enter inte recognizance | 


with approved security in the sum of $1,000 to keep the peace 
and be of good behavior for 12 months thereafter. 
Same 
vs. 
Wim. Harrison. 


Same sentence m all respects as 
against Lyuch except that hits term of 
HNpriseninentis to commence the 24th 


Dee. 1835 
Same The same in all respeets as against 
vs. Lynch expeet that bis term of tonpree 


Jesse Massey. souinentis to Commence trom the 24th 
Dee. 1835. 

Same ) Sentence thatthe traverser pay to 

vs. > the state a fine of #200, and costs, and 

John MeKewin. \ be imprisoned in the common jail tor 


the term of two years, to commence from the L3ih of August 


| 
| 

when the court handed to the clerk their sentences, which are | 
| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| mutuals 


1835, and at the termination thereor enter into a recognizance | 


with approved security in the sum of $500 to keep the peace 
aud be of good behavior tor 12 mouths therealier. 
Same ? Sentence the same in all respects 
vs. > as that against MceKewin except that 
Peter Harman. his imprisoument is to be reckoned 
from the 29th day of August, 1835. 
Same Sentence the same in all respects 
vs. as against McKewin except that his 
James Spencer. , imprisonment is to be reckoned from 
the 8ih dav of November, 1835. 
Same Sentence the same in all respects 
vs. as against MeKewin except that lis 
David Biggart. , imprisonment is to be reckoued from 
the 15th day of August, 1835 


Same } Sentence the same in all respects 
vs. | as that against MceKewin except that 
Jackson Bowen his laprisonment is to be reckoned 
alias | from the Lith day of January, 1836. 
Jolin Bowen. J 
Same ) Sentence the same in all respects 


ve. > as that agaist MceKewin except that 
Samuel Farr. \ his upoisoument is to be reckoned 
from the 14th day of December, 1835. 


Same This case is continued to the next 
vs. term, the jury having recommended 


James C, Jones. him fora pardon, 
After which, the prisoners left the eourt for jailin the custody 
of the warden, and the court adjonrned to the next term, which 


commences on the first Monday in February next. { Gaz. 
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TENNESSEE AND GEORGIA, 
From the ‘** Federal Union.’ 

Arrest of John Howard Payne. Our readers will perceive, 
with pleasure, that the authorities of Georgia, without waiting 
for a call from Tennessee, have done all that justice aud friend- 
ship lo @ sister state required, in relation to this outrage. 

Executive office, Nushville, December 3. 1235. 
To his exrcellency Mr. Schley, governor of the stute of Georgia: 

Sire: [tis not without deeply regretting the circumstances, 
that I feel it my duty to address you in relation toa very un 
pleasant occurrence, which is said to have transpired reeently 
near or about the line dividing the states of Georgia and ‘Ten- 
hessee, 

Complaint has been madeto me, by Mr. John Howard Payne, 
that, while he was engaged iv bis pursuits of a literary cha- 
racter,in the state of Tennessee, at the house of Mr, John 
Ross, the principal chief of the Cherokee nation, he, together 
with Mr. Ross, were taken into custody as prisoners, by a com- 
pany of men denominated or called the Georgia guards, com- 
manded by captain Young, acting under the authority of captain 
or col. Bishop, who represented themselves to be acting under 
the authority of the state. Thatthey were taken by this force at 
the house of the said John Ross, in the state of Tennessee, and 
carried by them as prisoners to a place called in the state 
of Georgia, where they were retained in custody as prisoners 
a considerable length of time; and that, while in custody, he, 
the said Payne, had his papers all taken from him. and part of 
them have not been returned to him, and that he suffered much 
contumelions treatment from the officers and men of said gnard, 
while thus in their custody as a prisoner, and all without just 
cause to authorise his being taken in one state in this way, and 
carried into another, or for such proceedings as the Georgia 
guard have exercised towards him. while he was thus peaceably 
residing within the limits of Tennessee, enjoying the hospitality | 


of its citizens, as well as the common rights and privileges of a 
citizen of the union. 
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If such indeed has been the proceedings and conduct of the 
Georgia guard in this case, |b cannot fora moment believe that 
wed by the coustituted au- 
, Whose devotian to the cause of 
state rights and state sovercigaty bas long stice been most tally 
wanitested. Whilst bau disposed to respect most scrupulously 
the rights and soverengnty of all olher sister states in the union, 
wud their just and coustitutional agqthoriiy. | must attibe same 
line resist the encroachments that may be made or attempted to 
be made by other states on the soveremgutly of my own state, or 
the rights of Hs Citizens of other persons within its limits, 
Should such aggres-1ous be made, and passed by unnoticed, 
and the boundaries be disregarded amongst the different neigh- 
boring states of our union, b beed not pomt you to the con- 
sequenees that must rueoh a course. Many of the 
euzens of Pennuessce residing within the vieinity Of this trans 
action, abeady manifest some excitement, Winch TF hope wall 


=iibie’tles 
Thorities Of the state of Georgii 


thstie ty 


be allayed when they fud that the course pursued by the 
| Georgia guard im this instance was unauthorised. bneed not 
point you to What mist most inevitably soon be the rela- 


tions between Our states, were the Organization of a stoular 

force forthe protection of the ciiizens of Pennessee against 

such aygressions anthorsed  - trast, however, that mo wail 
not become teeessary for Tennessee to adopt such a mea- 
sure, bul that every attempt to disturb the citizens, without 
authority, Wall be discountenanced, and the boundary observed 

betWeen Us as a theans of preserving thal comity, 
kind feeling, and respect for the sovereigoty of our respective 
states, and the rights and tliberties of the citizens, which has 
heretofore so long and so happily existed; and with thie de- 
sirable object in view, my efforts, as the executive of the state 
of Teunessee, you may rest assured, will be uiceasing. 

With the lighest consideration, L have the boner to be, your 

obedient servant, N. CANNON, 

governor of the state of Tennessee, 
Erecutive depurtment, Geo. Milledgeville, Dec. 96, 1835. 
lo his excel. Newton Cunnon, gov. of the state of Tennessee: 

Sirk: Your letter of the Sth sostant, upon the subject of the 
arrest and detention of the person of Jolin Howard Payne by 
the Georgia guards, was received in due course of mail What- 
ever may have been the conduet of Mr. Payne in regard to our 
Indian relations, yet the arrest of his person by a portion of the 
guard, within the jurisdictional limits of the state of Tennes- 
see, Was a violation of the rights and sovereignty of that state, 
not authorised by the authorities ot Georgia, and without their 
knowledge, The commander of the guard, colonel Bishop, 
wasin Milledgeville at the tie; and the act was done by @ su- 
bordinate officer, who, f prestime was not aware of the possi- 
ble consequences Of suclan aet. Be as-ured, sir, that whilst 
Georeia is tenacious of ter own riatts of sovereignty and will 
always nhiintain thea with becomng dignity. she ts also the 
laststate in the anion who would knowingly and wilfully tres. 
pass on the rights of a sister 

The act of which vou very justly complain is not the act of 
Georgia, butof afew men, who, without proper know ledge or 
reflection, have committed a trespass on the person of Mr. 
Payne ‘They had no warrentor authornty from any depart- 
ment of the government of Georgia for the act they have done, 
Their term of service expired within a few days atter that act, 
and they were disbanded. 

Immediately on hearing that Mr Payne bad been arrested 
within the territory of Pennessee, Lecounmunicated the fact to 
the legislature, who, as vou will see by the accompanying pre- 
amble and resolutions,*® have promptly and decidedly condemn- 
ed the conduct of the guard, aud disclaimed any agency in the 
matter on the part of Georgia. These resolutions, which were 
passed on the 22d tostant, will, | hope, be satistactory to your 
excellency, and prove tothe authorines of Tennessee, that, 
whilst Georgia will maintain her own rights, she is equally aux- 
lous to respect those of her sister states. 

Very respectiully, | have the honor to be, your obedient ser- 
vant, WiLLIAM SCHLEY. 

4G GOs — 
THE SMITHSONIAN LEGACY. 

Many of our readers will take great interest in the perusal of 
the following able report to the senate, from the committee to 
whom was referred the message of the president, transmitting 
to congress the papers concerning the Smithsouian legacy. 

Ta senate, January 5, 1836 

Mr. Leigh made the following report, with senate resolution 
No 4: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the mes- 
sage of the president of the \7th December last, transmitting to 
congress a report of the secretary of state, accompanying copies 
of certain papers relating to a hequest to the United Stutes, by 
Mr. James Smithson, of London. for the purpose of founding, 
at Washington, an establishment under the name of **The 
Smithsonian Institution, for the increase and diffusion of know- 
ledge among men,” respectfully report: 

That it appears that Me. James Smithson, late of London, de- 
ceased, by his last will and testament, bequeathed the whole o 
his property to iis bankers, Messrs Drammonds, of Charing 
Cross, London, in trust, to be disposed of in manner therein pro- 


, Vided and directed; and desired his said executors to put bis pro- 





*The resolution introduced by Mr. Clayton, of Clark, disap- 
proving the eooduet of the guard in the arrest of Mr. Payne. 
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perty under the management of the court of chancery; and then, 
(after bequeathing an annuity of £100 sterling to John Fitall 
for life), he bequeathed and provided as follows: **To Henry 
James Hungerford, my nephew, I give and bequeath for his life, 
the whole of the income arising trom my properiy, of every 
nature and kind whatever, after payment of the above annuity, 
and, after the death of John Fitall, that annuity hkewise; the 
payments to be made him at the time interest or dividends be- 
come due on the stocks or other property from which the in- 
come arises. Sbould the said Henry James Hungerford have a 
child or children, legitimate or illegitimate, | leave to such child 
or children, his or their heirs, executors and assigns, the whole 
of my property of every kind, absolutely and forever, to be di- 
vided between them, if more than one,in the manner their 
father shall judge proper; and in case of his omitting to decide 
this, as the jord chancellor shall judge proper. Should my said 
nephew, Henry James Hungerford, marry, | empower him to 
make a jointure. In case of the death of my said nephew without 
leaving a child or children, or of the death of the child or children 
he may have had, under the uge of twenty-one years, or intestate, 
I then bequeath the whole of my property (subject to the annuity 
of £100 to John Fitall, and for the security and payment of 
which [ mean stock to remain in this country) to the United 
States of America, to found, at Washington, under the name of 
the Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men.’ 

It further appears, from a letter of Messrs. Clarke, Fynmore 
‘and Fladgate, solicitors,to Mr. Vail, charge d’affaires of the 
United States at London, dated the 2lst July last, communicat- 
ed by Mr. Vail to the secretary of state, that, pursuant to the 
instructions contained in Mr. Smithson’s will, an amicable suit 
was, On the death of that testator, brought in the court of chan- 
ccery of England, by the legatee, Mr. Hungerford, against the 
Messrs. Drummonds, the executors, in which suit the assets 
were realized; that these were very considerable; that there is 
now standing in the name of the accountant general of the 
court of chancery, on the trusts of the will, stock amounting in 
value to about £100,000; that Mr. Hungerford, during his life, 
dad received the income arising from this property; but that 
news had reached England that Mr. Hungerford had died abroad, 
leaving no child surviving him; so that the event has happened 
on which the executory bequest of this large property was made 
by the testator, Mr. Smithson, to the United States, to found, 
at Washington, under the name of **The Smithsonian Institu- 
tion,”’ an establishment for the increase and diffusion of know- 
ledge among men, Messrs. Clarke Fynmore and Fladgate also 
inform Mr. Vail that it has now become necessary that mea- 
sures should be taken for the purpose of getting the decision of 
the court of chancery as to the further disposition of the proper- 
ty; that it is not clearly defined in Mr. Smithson’s will to whom, 
on behalf of the United States, the property should be paid or 
transferred; and indeed there is so much doubt, that they ap- 
prehend the attorney general on behalf of the crown of England 
must be joined in the proceedings which it may be requisite the 
United States should institute; that they act, in this matter, for 
Messrs. Drummonds, the bankers, who are mere stakeholders, 
and are ready to do all in their power to facilitate getting the 
decision of the court of chancery, and carrying the testator’s 
intentions into effect; and that they will be happy to communi- 
cate with such professional advisers as the government of the 
United States shall think fit to appoint to act for chem in Eng- 
Jland. And, having thus stated the nature of the business, they 
add, that they abstain from making any suggestion as to the 
party in whose name proceedings should be adopted, consider- 
ing that the point should be determined by counsel in England, 
after the opinion of the proper law officers in the United States 
shall have been taken on the subject. 


[In a letter of Mr. Vail to the secretary of state, of the 28th 
July last, communicating a copy of Mr. Smithson’s will, and 
the letter of Mesars. Clarke, Fynmore and Fladgate to him, he 
says that that letter, and the inquiries he has made, leave no 
doubt of the will of Mr. Smithson having been established, and 
its dispositions recognised by the court of chancery of England; 
that, according to the view taken of the case by the solicitors, 
the United States, in the event of their accepting the legacy, 
and the trust coupled with it, should come forward, by their 
representative, and make themselves parties to an amicable 
suit before the lord chancellor of England, for the purpose of 
legally establishing the fact of the demise of Mr. Hungerford, 
the legatee for life, without children and intestate, proving their 
claim to the benefit ofthe will, and obtaining a decree in chan- 
cery awarding to them the proceeds of the estate; that Messrs. 
Clarke, Fynmore and Fladgate are willing to undertake the 
management of the suit, on the part of the United states; and 
that, from what he has learnt of their standing they may safely 
be confided in. And Mr. Vail suggests, upon the advice of 
those gentlemen, a method of proeeeding to assert the claim of 
the United States to the legacy, without further delay, in case 
it should be thought unnecessary to await the action of con- 
gress to authorise the institution of the requisite legal proceed- 
ings. 

The secretary of state submitted the letter of Mr. Vail, and 
the papers therewith communicated, to the president, who de- 
termined to lay the subject before congress at its next session; 
and of this determination the secretary of state apprized Mr, 
Vail, in a letter of the 26th September last. 

The president, in his message of the 17th December, trans- 
mits to congress all the correspondenee and information relat- 





ing to the subject, as the same had been reported to him by the 
secretary of state; and adds, that *‘the executive having no au- 
thority to take any steps for accepting the trust, and obtaining 
the funds, the papers are communicated with a view to such 
measures as congress may deem necessary.’?’ 

The committee concur in the opinion of the president, that it 
belongs to the legislature to devise and prescribe the measures, 
if any, proper to be adopted on this occasion, and to provide 
for such expenses as may be incurred in the prosecution of 
them. 

Judging from the letters of Mr. Vail to the secretary of state, 
and of Messrs. Clarke, Fynmore and Fladgate to Mr. Vail, as 
well as from the information which the committee themselves 
have been able to gather as to the course of adjudication of the 
court of chancery of England in such cases, the eommittee 
suppose it unquestionable that the executory bequest contained 
in Mr. Sinithson’s will of his whole property to the United 
States, in the event that has occurred, for the purpose of found- 
ing, at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion of know- 
ledge among men, is, by the law of England, a valid bequest; 
that the United States will be entertained in the court of chan- 
cery of England to assert their claim to the fund, a3 trustees, 
for the purpose of founding the charitable institution at Wash- 
ington, to which it ia destined by the donor; and that thai court 
will decree that the fund shall be paid and transferred to the 
United States, or their lawfully authorised agent, leaving it to 
the United States to apply the property to the foundation of the 
intended charity at Washington, and to provide for the due ad 
ministration of the fund, so as to accomplish the purpose of the 
donor. The committee are sensible, however, that these are 
points which can only be determined and settled by the judicial 
authority of England. 

In the opinion of the committee, the questions which it be- 
hooves congress to consider, are, whether it is competent to 
the United States, whether it comports with their dignity, whe- 
ther (all circumstances considered) it is expedient and proper 
that the United States should appear as suitors in the courts of 
justice of England, to assert their claim to the legacy in ques- 
tion, as trustees for the intended charitable institution to be 
founded at Washington, 


It might be a question of much doubt and difficulty whether 
it would be within the competency of the government of the 
United States to appropriate any part of general revenue col- 
lected from the nation at large to the foundation and endow- 
went of a literary or any other charitable institution in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. But,in the opinion of the committee, no 
such question is involved in the consideration of the present 


‘subject. The fund given to the United States by Mr. Smith- 


son’s will is nowise, and never can become, part of their reve- 
nue; they cannot claim or take it for their own benefit; they 
can only take it as trustees, to apply it to the charitable pur- 
pose for which it was intended by the donor. 

The committee can see no reason to donbt that the United 
States must be regarded as the parens putria of the District of 
Columbia. That, in that character, they have a right, and they 
are in duty bound, to assert a claim to any property given to 
them for the purpose of founding a charitable institution of any 
kind within the District, and to provide for the due application 
and administration of such a fund when they have obtained 
possession of it. That the rights and duties of the United 
States, as parens patria of the District, in such a case, are the 
same, whether the charitable donation be made by the subject 
of a foreign nation, or by a citizen, or whether the claim to the 
bounty is to be asserted before a domestic court of justice, or 
before a foreign tribunal, which, by the comity of nations, or 
the laws of its own country, is bound to entertain the claim, 
and to adjudge the property to the United States, if they are by 
law entitled to it. Ifa foreign tribunal, decreeing such proper- 
ty to the United States, should think proper to impose any con- 
ditions incompatibie with the constitutional powers of this 
government, or with its duties or its dignity, the United States 
may then decline to accept the property and the trust. But 
no difficulty of that kind is apprehended. 

The committee are also of opinion that the United Siates, in 
prosecuting a claim to property given to them for the purpose 
of founding a charitable institution within the District of Co- 
lumbia, and which they are entitled to claim, and take, and 
regulate the administration of, as the parens patria of the Dis- 
trict, may properly appropriate, out of their general revenue, 
such sums as may be necessary to prosecute the claim with 
effect—since the United States have no other pecuniary means 
to defray the expenses that may be incurred in exerci-ing their 
powers, Orin performing their duties, as parens patria of the 
District, but snch as are afforded by their general revenue. 

Upon the whole, the committee are of opinion that it is with- 
in the competency of the government of the United States, that 
it well comports with its dignity, that, indeed, it is its duty, to 
assert in the courts of justice of England the claim of the United 
States to the legacy bequeathed to them by Mr. Smithson’s 
will, for the purpose of founding, at Washington, under the 
name of The Smithsonian [nstitution,’?? an establishment for 
the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men; and that 
provision ought to be made by congress to enable the executive 
to assert and prosecute the claim with effect. 

Therefore, the committee recommend the adoption of a joint 
resolution authorising the president to take measures for reco- 
vering the said legacy. 
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